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This document provides the IA Board information regarding upcoming public 
engagement activities for the Blueprint projects.  

UPCOMING PROJECT ENGAGEMENT 
Active projects apply a variety of engagement techniques focused on the residents, 
businesses, homeowner and neighborhood associations, and project working groups. 
Intentional, timely and project-focused community engagement remains the most 
effective way to cultivate positive relationships with community members directly 
affected by or who have an affiliation with or special interest in the project. This is 
achieved by connecting with the stakeholders in small group or individual settings to 
share information and have conversations related to ideas or concerns associated with the 
project. The Blueprint team maintains an open door for the community to connect with 
any staff member. 

Planned, project-related engagement activities scheduled to occur between the May 19 
and July 14, 2022 meetings include continued stakeholder outreach (i.e. business door-
to-door, attending homeowner/neighborhood association meetings, etc.) for the 
following projects: 

o Northeast Park 

o The Northeast Park Project is in the initial planning phase.  The 
project team has reached out to over forty local recreation 
organizations to solicit feedback on their current and future 
needs.  This information combined with a level of service analysis 
and interviews with stakeholders will form the basis of a conceptual 
plan for the park.  Community engagement through a survey and 
open house is planned take place in summer 2022.  Opportunities to 
provide comments to the team will be ongoing throughout the 
project.   

The status of all active projects is updated regularly and appears on their respective web 
pages.  

• Airport Gateway 

• Bike Route System 

• Capital Cascades Trail 

• Capital Circle SW 

• Capital Cascades Trail Amenities (Coal Chute Pond, Skateable Art, FAMU 
Restroom, and Van Buren Street) 

https://blueprintia.org/projects/northeast-park/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/airport-gateway/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/bike-route-system/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/capital-cascades-trail/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/capital-circle-southwest/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/cct-segment-3-amenities/
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• Debbie Lightsey Nature Park 

• Fairgrounds Beautification and Improvement 

• Greenways Master Plan Implementation 

• History and Culture Trail (Capital Cascades Trail Segment 3) 

• Lake Jackson Greenway 

• Magnolia Drive Trail 

• Market District Placemaking 

• Monroe Adams Placemaking 

• Northeast Corridor Connector: Bannerman Road 

• Northeast Gateway: Welaunee Boulevard 

• Orange Meridian Placemaking 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Staff attends and provides updates to a variety of special interest and civic organizations 
via their meetings and informs the community about the Agency and related projects. 
Planned community level engagement activities are outlined below: 

• May 19-21, Soul of Southside Festival 

• May 23, Commercial Realtors, TBR 

• June 25, Allen Subdivision Historical Marker Unveiling   

WEB-BASED COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The number of followers on all accounts – Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn – 
has increased by 30% since the last reporting period. The best performing posts featured 
the Market District Park Final Design and 2022 Project of the Year Award for Capital 
Cascades Trail Segment 3. 

 

https://blueprintia.org/projects/debbie-lightsey-nature-park/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/fairgrounds-beautification-and-improvement/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/greenways-master-plan-implementation/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/history-and-culture-trail/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/lake-jackson-greenway/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/magnolia-drive-multi-use-trail/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/market-district-placemaking/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/monroe-adams-corridor-placemaking/
http://www.bannermanroad.com/
http://www.bannermanroad.com/
http://www.negateway.com/
https://blueprintia.org/projects/orange-meridian-placemaking/
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The Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency Board approved the History and Culture Trail 
(HCT) project and budget at the September 20, 2018 IA Board meeting. At the meeting, 
staff received authorization to issue a Request for Qualifications for planning and design 
services, and was directed to enter into an agreement with the Council on Culture & Arts 
(COCA) for the public artwork component of the project. The project budget includes 
$150,000 for the public art installations. The entire project includes three components: 
1) Interpretive History Stations, 2) Public Art Installations, and 3) a new Community 
Gathering Space (approved at the September 5, 2019 IA Board meeting). The HCT will 
span 1.5 miles along the existing FAMU Way and Capital Cascades Trail corridor, and will 
celebrate the rich African American history and culture of some of the neighborhoods, 
businesses, and people who exist within the corridor.  
 
COCA and Blueprint developed a web-based prospectus and application for the public art 
solicitation concurrent to the content and concept development of the Interpretive 
History Stations (Attachment #1). The prospectus and application opened on October 4, 
2021 and closed on January 31, 2022. In addition to the Blueprint and COCA websites, 
the opportunity was posted to websites that promote calls to artists including the State of 
Florida's Division of Art and Culture and the Florida Association of Public Art 
Professionals, as well as Americans for the Arts, The Art Guide, and Artist Opportunity 
Monthly, all three of which have an international reach. Invitations to apply were sent 
directly to local, regional, national, and international artists, arts organizations, and 
media groups, including 120 BIPOC arts groups and individual artists. COCA and 
Blueprint distributed press releases to local media contacts, conducted a virtual 
information session via Zoom, and conducted interviews with local newspapers 
promoting the open call. 
 
At close, over 60 individual artwork proposals from 36 local, state, national, and 
international artists were received. After an eligibility review, 54 eligible applications by 
32 artists were prepared for the jury’s review. Arielle Raff, John Raulerson, Shauna Smith, 
Christopher Daniels, and Autumn Calder served as jurors. The jury was responsible for 
reviewing, scoring, and selecting a slate of artworks for evaluation by project staff for 
incorporation into the project. Prior to receiving evaluation materials, all jurors 
participated in a training on February 14 and a site visit on February 17, 2022. After jury 
review, six (6) artists were to have their artwork proposal permanently included in the 
History and Culture Trail project. Blueprint will contract with each artist and provide a 
lump sum award for the materials, design, fabrication, and installation of selected 
artworks. In addition to the six selected artists, the new Community Gathering Space at 
the Segment 3D-B stormwater facility will feature functional wood sculptures. At the 
September 5, 2019 Intergovernmental Agency Board meeting, staff was directed to 
repurpose the trees removed and identify ways to incorporate them into the overall 
project. Blueprint has contracted with John Birch - a local chainsaw artist - to design, 
fabricate, and install wood sculptures from the live oak wood reclaimed from the site. A 
centerpiece will display three scenes – the partial front of “Shingles Chicken House”, a 

https://coca.tallahasseearts.org/art-in-public-places/history-and-culture-trail
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checkerboard game, and multigenerational community hands. There will be a functional 
bench and chair carved in the form of enveloping hands. Mr. Birch’s publically displayed 
local works include the tree sculptures at LeRoy Collins Library, Montford Middle School, 
School of Arts and Sciences, Hilaman Golf Course, R.A. Gray Building – Museum of 
Florida History, and Tom Brown Park. In total, Blueprint will work with seven (7) artists 
to install murals at two locations, and sculptures at five locations along the FAMU Way 
and Capital Cascades Trail corridor between South Adams Street and North Lake 
Bradford Road.  
 
Location 1 - Bronough-Duval Overpass Piers 
 
Selected Artist: Yasaman Mehrsa, Toronto, Canada 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “We Are All One” 
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Location 2 - Near FAMU Way and S. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard Roundabout 
 
Selected Artist: Alisha Lewis, Tallahassee, FL 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “FAMU Woman Activist” 
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Location 3 – FAMU Way Market Area  
 
Selected Artist: Joseph Cowdrey, Haskell, NJ (originally from Tallahassee, FL) 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “A Stroll Through Seaboard Street” 
 

 
  



Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency Board of Directors Meeting, May 19, 2022 
Receipt and File: Selected Artists for the History and Culture Trail Project 
Page 5 of 8 
 
Location 3 – FAMU Way Market Area  
 
Selected Artist: Brad Cooley Jr., Tallahassee, FL 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “Tallahassee Jazz Tribute” 
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Location 5 – FAMU Way and Eugenia Street 
 
Selected Artist: Julia Sinelnikova, Ridgewood, New York 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “Dream Waves” 
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Location 6 – New St. Mark’s Trailhead  
 
Selected Artist: Mark Dickson, Tallahassee, FL 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “In Honor of the Worker” 
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Location 7 – New Community Gathering Space at Segment 3D-B Stormwater Facility   
 
Selected Artist: John Birch, Tallahassee, FL 
 
Proposed Artwork Concept “Wood Art Sculptures” 
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailProject goals

1. �Share and celebrate the rich history and culture of 
the neighborhoods, businesses, and people living 
in the areas surrounding the Capital Cascades Trail/
FAMU Way Extension

2. �Highlight the history of the Tallahassee African-
American community who has historically called the 
Project area home, as well as the significant history 
of FAMU and the local civil rights movement

3. �Improve civic engagement, enhance civil discourse, 
and encourage thoughtful and meaningful dialogue 
among people regarding the story of the surrounding 
communities

4. �Enhance the tolerance, diversity, and understanding 
of our communal history

5. �Add cultural value by communicating Tallahassee’s 
unique identity, social value by engaging 
opportunities for interaction and self-reflection

6. �Conduct extensive community engagement with 
members of the neighborhoods located along the 
project corridor

History &
Interpretation

PRODUCT PROCESS

OUTCOME

Experience 
& Impact

Community 
Engagement 
& Personal 

Voices
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailSign location overview
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailColor & materials

Wood texture:  
sublimation print

Granite (match site) Paint and panel colors

Laser cut painted/powdercoated aluminum - pattern inspired by pecan trees

Attachment #1 
Page 6 of 23



7
Page NumberDate

10.05.21

©  2021  Cloud Gehshan

Client Project No.

Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency 20WPI0303001

Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailFonts

Freight Micro

Udamus. Elessit volupta simus aliquiam qui 
blab ipitio. Doluptae lab ipiet atem natin cum 
que omnissi tiandi voloris nim faciasp elent, 
si te nossimporro temqui inullanis imus am 
sequi incit, sequiate pore plicimus, quiaeria 
consequunt maxim etusamus autestionsed 
quaspit isquiatem volorero maximagnimi, 
corerat iamus.
Giti con cone nis dolectur sapicab orepro 
desciaEvellaut quamusam fuga. Qui optatas re 
ex eossedis eossunt odipsum et la cusa que in 
prem fugitatatiis dolum ute conseque pla.

Freight Sans—a highly legible  
information font—for paragraph text

Xerroris peratis dolum ad quiat esti ut incima 
acil iniment escium vendiorehent aliquiam 
endaesFic tecea sint omnist, con elescium, 
volorit eatibere aut accum re volorepelest 
maximus.
Volum quis ditium haris abo. Ri officide offic te 
eum fugiasp elitaque oditi di officab il eaquam 
acea dolorrum apiditatiori tet harunt acit, 
qui dolupta nempori veliat vel essedis vidunti 
andebite quo voluptiori am quia porem. Itature 
provit labores cilliquam, quam rehendaectur 
am aut quati volut volupta tibusti omnis.

for headers and quotes

Both fonts were designed by  
Joshua Darden,  
a critically-acclaimed 
African American 
typeface designer.
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailStation design
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail1. What it means to be an "Allenite"

When Florida A&M University moved to 
its current location in 1908, the prospect 
of good jobs and nearby affordable 
housing for African Americans spurred 
the first of six subdivisions. 

University expansion stimulated more home 
construction. By the 1940s, houses filled the 
remaining subdivisions, interspersed with 
Black-owned businesses. Together, the parcels 
became known as “Allen Subdivision.” 

Allen’s geography helped define it: bounded by 
FAMU on the south and west, railroad tracks on 
the north, and the South Adams Street 
commercial zone on the east. But Allen is far 
more than its physical components—it is one 
community, a distinctive neighborhood of 
“Allenites.” 

Segregation fostered a tightly knit community. 
Residents overcame economic challenges and 
relied on each other. Community spirit thrived in 
the informal social and recreational life. Allenites 
feel tremendous pride in the individuals from this 
humble environment who have gone on to make 
valuable contributions to society.

Divisions that make a whole

Allen families by street, 1960

What it means
to be an “Allenite”

What it means
to be an “Allenite”

One of our own: 
Congresswoman 
Carrie Pittman Meek 

It takes a village

The granddaughter of an enslaved person and daughter of 
sharecroppers, Allen’s Carrie Pittman Meek accomplished great 
things with her FAMU and University of Michigan degrees. She 
was elected a Florida state representative in 1979 and, three 
years later, the first African American in the Florida State 
Senate. Meek represented Florida’s 17th congressional district in 
the U.S. House of Representatives (1993-2003), the state’s first 
Black lawmaker in Congress since Reconstruction. She helped 
Miami-Dade County obtain federal assistance to rebuild after 
Hurricane Andrew, plus funding for economic development, 
health care, education, and housing. 

As a Florida state senator, Carrie Pittman 
Meek helped pass legislation that funded 
construction of affordable rental housing.

Neighborhood connections among Allen residents are life-lasting: 
Allen Subdivision Reunion participants at Lake Anita Favors 
Thompson Plaza, 2015. 

Top: Birthday party at 1437 Bronough Street. 

Above: Rev. Moses General and Willie Mae Miles with niece Andrea 
Danford, in their Bronough Street home, 1960s.

Right: Residents hosted parties that included dancing, like this one 
by William Jefferson Sr. and Leola Jefferson at their 1437 Bronough 
Street home. 

“That [Gethsemane] church was packed. 
I’m talking about every Sunday, 
because students would be down there, 
the local neighborhood plus all the 
students. We had the best choir in
the world.”  —Hubert Brown Jr., 2015 

Father David Brooks (center) flanked by acolytes (left to right) 
Kirkland Simpson, Anthony “Tony” Foster, Henry Marcellus 
Brooks and Bishop Holifield, Jr. in St. Michael and All Angels 
Episcopal Church when it was located on Hudson Street, 1956. 

Walking on Hudson Street towards St. Michael and All 
Saints Episcopal Church before annex and church 
entrance were later erected on Melvin Street 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Allen Reunion photos: Earl Washington | Father Brooks: Alexis McMillian | St. Michaels: Rosa Brown | Carrie Pittman 
Meek: Donn Dughi courtesy of State Archives of Florida

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Birthday Party: Nancy Jefferson Godette | Family reading: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Allen subdivision map 
and directory: Deloris Harpool, researcher/former Allen Subdivision resident, and Alicia Hope; Keith Miles Birthday: John Gilmore Riley 
Center/Museum | House party: Nancy Jefferson Godette | Mattie Mobley with Lavern Washington: Earl Washington 

“We continue to show up in significant 
numbers for neighborhood reunions, 
funerals, and special neighborhood 
celebrations. We are still a close-knit 
community— very proud of the bond 
that we share!” — Deloris Harpool, 2021

“How people, my neighbors, my friends in Allen, how 
we supported one another, how we came up, 
it was just something that I haven’t forgotten as 
a child growing up.” —Betty Pittman, 2015 
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Church and community values helped shape 
Allen’s children, who grew up respecting elders. 
Christian teachings, church social activities, and 
the need to stick together and support each 
other fostered lifelong connections among 
Allenites. Neighbors shared food from their 
gardens. Families sat down to dinners together, 
many opening the meal with prayers. 

Parents kept an eye on and fed each other’s 
children. If one misbehaved, they were as likely to 
get scolded by a neighbor as their parent—or 
knew word of their misdeed would reach home. Allen Subdivision Reunion group worshipping together at the new 

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church, 302 Wallis Street, 2015. 

“Family prayer in that home up there 
at 1422 S. Bronough Street. You’re 
gonna have that family prayer once 
in a while, it’s gonna happen every 
day on Sunday.” —William Jefferson Sr., 2014 

“When I die, I want all the 
people from Allen Subdivision 
to attend my funeral and sit 
together, because you are all 
my children.”

—Mattie Mobley, 2014

“So if you did anything out of 
line, then you was gonna get 
it and you was gonna get it 
all the way from one house to 
the other, to the other. That’s 
kinda how it went. 

Parents would call ahead of 
time, by the time you got 
there and you done anything 
that you weren’t supposed to 
do, they knew.”  

— Hubert Brown, 2021

S. Adams Street
1510 Pete Miller
1516 Luke Thompson *
1518 Malicious L. Lincoln *
1522 Ora Young *
1526 Minnie Spencer
1540 A. Ralph Hoffman *

S. Boulevard Street
1304 James Lewis
1306 Emmett Jones
1308 Inez D. Russell
1317 Isaac Robinson *
1319 Willie Hilliard
1323 Phillip Dorsey *
1327 Bessie B. Ford *
1331 Georgia P. Long *
1335 Ernest Jones *
1339  Robert W. Matthews *
1341 Lula B. Young *
1401 Charles E. Weaver *
1403 Leroy F. Howard *
1413 Eddie Williams
1415 Melvin R. Kyler *
1417 William Kornegay
1435 Donald Bowles
1443 Ewing T. Brooks *
1449 Ceclia M. Mobley *
1503 Zeora R. Hercey *
1504 John R.E. Lee *
 A.D. Vinson
1535 Joseph L. Tatum

S. Bronough Street
1204 Mamie E. Brazell *
1317 Leamus A. Henry *
1318 Ollie R. Brown
1319 John Henderson
1319 1/2  Garfield Stoney
1320 Benjamin Long, Jr.
1321 Nancy Palmer
1321 1/2  King Solomon
1323 McKinley Wilson *
1325 Lena R. Beal 
1334 Ezekial Governor *
1337 Abraham Washington
1338 Arthur E. Johnon
1342 Ethel C. Williams *
1344 Charles Young, Jr. *
1349 Lilian W. Hunter
1401 Dallas R. Madison *
1413 James C. Stretchings
1414 Robert S. Sims *
 Birda M. Allen
1415 Rosetta S. Yopp *
1421 Walter F. Lamb *
 Charles H. Wanza
1422 Eva G. Jefferson
1423 Willie S. Pittman, Jr. *
1431 Eddie L. Smith *
1435 George S. Green
1437 William Jefferson, Sr. 
1441 Earl H. Boyd *
1446 Lee A. Royster
1447 Carrie T. Pittman *
1452 George W. Conoly *
1503 Myrtle L. Ford *
1511 Willie Floyd *
1525 Moses G. Miles *
1527 Alverta N. Morris
1529 John W. Boardley

Canal Street
114 Ary R. Brown *
118 Joseph Davis
121 Gideon Clack
123 Gethsemane Church
126 Phillip Young *
130 William Lawrence *
134 John Paramore *
216 Estelle Washington
218  James Long 
219 J.H. Russell
220    William Jones
222    Stafford Evans* 

W. Harrison Street
108    Edward H. DeBose, Jr.
111     Everett Flemming *
120    Malissie F. Brazil *
206    Alton L. Smith
305    James E. Williams *
309    Arthor L. Mobley *
313    Willie C. Askew
317    Corine G. Smith *

Hudson Street
1306 Lionel Ferguson
1310 Namon Mills, Sr. *
1312 Reddick Gibbons
1314 Willie Brown 
1316 John C. Homer
1317 Sally L. Williams
1318 Floyd Brown
1319 Henry L. Allison
1320 Samuel Pittman
1321 Arthur W. Seay
1323 Jesse L. Mitchell
1412 Soloman E. Fields
1414 Eddie L. Thomas
1418 Joseph Rosier *
1428 Elijah Pittman
1434 Samuel J. Warren

1436 Samuel A. Mayo
1438 James R. Gibbons
1440 Leroy Williams
1442 Anne L. Corker
1444 Thelma R. Sheppard
1445 Arthur W. Carter
1446 James W. Laing
1447 Robert L. Anders
1448 D.Q. Bassa
1449 J. Tyrone Ferguson
1512 Lula J. Brooks *
1513 Tom Colson, Jr.
1514 Minerva W. Holmes

W. Jennings Street
115 Simon J. Young  *
119 Joseph Bines *
123 Judge B. Kendrick *
127 Johnny Brown *
127 ½  Hubert Brown *
211 James Williams

Melvin Street
1301 Dora M. Jones *
1302 Alexander Henry  *
1303 Willie R. Long *
1308 Eunice McCray *
1309/11 Ordray J. Washington
1312 Melvin Beal *
1313 Arthur Givens
1314 John Beal *
1315 Shelley Gavin *
1317 Virginia N. Shorter
1318 Nancy Weaver
1320 Leroy Brown
1322 Martha B. Governor *   
1404 Clarence Golden
1406 Prince Hinson, Jr
1409 Edward L. Williams
1411 Levi L. Moss
1413 David A. Collins

1415 Dorothy Snow
1419 Corine H. Watts *
1421 Mary T. Griffin
1428 Ada N. Harley * 
1430 Ike Gilliam, Jr. *  
1431 Mary L. Hudnell * 
1435 Willie C. Smith *
1438 Edna J. Anderson *
1439 Rosetta E. Edwards *
1443 Clyde L. Young    
1445 Charles Daniels
1451 William M. Burns
1507 John Steele *
1511 China B. Larkins *
1517 Arthur Holt *
1518 Nero Pender *
1522 Leroy Beasley

W. Palmer Avenue
104 Fred Williams
108 Charlie E. Jenkins
110 Louise C. Fields
112 Charles J. Stanley, Jr. *
114 Kathryn M. Williams
124 Albert R. Crump *
202 Parker Hollis *
204 Birdie L. Jones *

W. Pershing Street
302 Susie McLendon *
304 Mary A. Larkins *
313 Mathew H. Estaras *
319 Allen P. Turner *
 Clarice J. Young 

W. Van Buren Street
211 Roscoe D. Long *
215 Jesse Ware *
219 Lila M. Clack
223 Robert L. Martin
227 Richard Ford *

300a Lee E. Triplett
300b Emmette Ford
302 Mamie L. Williams
307 Lillie Smith
311 Adolphus D. Williams
315 Joseph Nathen
319 Johnny Herndon
323 Harold L. Clack
400 Elbert L. Humphrey
401 Willie L. Allen
402 Edward Pennie
403 Wilmer Ferrell
405 David Hatcher
40 Clinton Russ 
407 Ellis Staten
408 Willie J. Gatlin
409 Daniel Ziegler, Jr.
410 Alma J. Jenkins
411 Jim Staten
412 Ned Sanders
414 Daisy B. Dewberry
415 Dan Parrish
416 Arthur L. Kimble
417 Pearlie M. Staten
418 Freddie Dorsey
419 Willie Williams
420 Alexina Kelly
421 Mary Jones
422 Iradella O. Watts
423 Timothy L. Collier
424 Sarah D. Way
425 Arlene M. Randolph
426 Emma D. Lockett
427 Melvin Bacon
428 John Davis
429 Washington Woodall 

* = homeowner

When Florida A&M University moved to 
its current location in 1908, the prospect 
of good jobs and nearby affordable 
housing for African Americans spurred 
the first of six subdivisions. 

University expansion stimulated more home 
construction. By the 1940s, houses filled the 
remaining subdivisions, interspersed with 
Black-owned businesses. Together, the parcels 
became known as “Allen Subdivision.” 

Allen’s geography helped define it: bounded by 
FAMU on the south and west, railroad tracks on 
the north, and the South Adams Street 
commercial zone on the east. But Allen is far 
more than its physical components—it is one 
community, a distinctive neighborhood of 
“Allenites.” 

Segregation fostered a tightly knit community. 
Residents overcame economic challenges and 
relied on each other. Community spirit thrived in 
the informal social and recreational life. Allenites 
feel tremendous pride in the individuals from this 
humble environment who have gone on to make 
valuable contributions to society.

Divisions that make a whole

Allen families by street, 1960

What it means
to be an “Allenite”

What it means
to be an “Allenite”

One of our own: 
Congresswoman 
Carrie Pittman Meek 

It takes a village

The granddaughter of an enslaved person and daughter of 
sharecroppers, Allen’s Carrie Pittman Meek accomplished great 
things with her FAMU and University of Michigan degrees. She 
was elected a Florida state representative in 1979 and, three 
years later, the first African American in the Florida State 
Senate. Meek represented Florida’s 17th congressional district in 
the U.S. House of Representatives (1993-2003), the state’s first 
Black lawmaker in Congress since Reconstruction. She helped 
Miami-Dade County obtain federal assistance to rebuild after 
Hurricane Andrew, plus funding for economic development, 
health care, education, and housing. 

As a Florida state senator, Carrie Pittman 
Meek helped pass legislation that funded 
construction of affordable rental housing.

Neighborhood connections among Allen residents are life-lasting: 
Allen Subdivision Reunion participants at Lake Anita Favors 
Thompson Plaza, 2015. 

Top: Birthday party at 1437 Bronough Street. 

Above: Rev. Moses General and Willie Mae Miles with niece Andrea 
Danford, in their Bronough Street home, 1960s.

Right: Residents hosted parties that included dancing, like this one 
by William Jefferson Sr. and Leola Jefferson at their 1437 Bronough 
Street home. 

“That [Gethsemane] church was packed. 
I’m talking about every Sunday, 
because students would be down there, 
the local neighborhood plus all the 
students. We had the best choir in
the world.”  —Hubert Brown Jr., 2015 

Father David Brooks (center) flanked by acolytes (left to right) 
Kirkland Simpson, Anthony “Tony” Foster, Henry Marcellus 
Brooks and Bishop Holifield, Jr. in St. Michael and All Angels 
Episcopal Church when it was located on Hudson Street, 1956. 

Walking on Hudson Street towards St. Michael and All 
Saints Episcopal Church before annex and church 
entrance were later erected on Melvin Street 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Allen Reunion photos: Earl Washington | Father Brooks: Alexis McMillian | St. Michaels: Rosa Brown | Carrie Pittman 
Meek: Donn Dughi courtesy of State Archives of Florida

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Birthday Party: Nancy Jefferson Godette | Family reading: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Allen subdivision map 
and directory: Deloris Harpool, researcher/former Allen Subdivision resident, and Alicia Hope; Keith Miles Birthday: John Gilmore Riley 
Center/Museum | House party: Nancy Jefferson Godette | Mattie Mobley with Lavern Washington: Earl Washington 

“We continue to show up in significant 
numbers for neighborhood reunions, 
funerals, and special neighborhood 
celebrations. We are still a close-knit 
community— very proud of the bond 
that we share!” — Deloris Harpool, 2021

“How people, my neighbors, my friends in Allen, how 
we supported one another, how we came up, 
it was just something that I haven’t forgotten as 
a child growing up.” —Betty Pittman, 2015 
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Church and community values helped shape 
Allen’s children, who grew up respecting elders. 
Christian teachings, church social activities, and 
the need to stick together and support each 
other fostered lifelong connections among 
Allenites. Neighbors shared food from their 
gardens. Families sat down to dinners together, 
many opening the meal with prayers. 

Parents kept an eye on and fed each other’s 
children. If one misbehaved, they were as likely to 
get scolded by a neighbor as their parent—or 
knew word of their misdeed would reach home. Allen Subdivision Reunion group worshipping together at the new 

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church, 302 Wallis Street, 2015. 

“Family prayer in that home up there 
at 1422 S. Bronough Street. You’re 
gonna have that family prayer once 
in a while, it’s gonna happen every 
day on Sunday.” —William Jefferson Sr., 2014 

“When I die, I want all the 
people from Allen Subdivision 
to attend my funeral and sit 
together, because you are all 
my children.”

—Mattie Mobley, 2014

“So if you did anything out of 
line, then you was gonna get 
it and you was gonna get it 
all the way from one house to 
the other, to the other. That’s 
kinda how it went. 

Parents would call ahead of 
time, by the time you got 
there and you done anything 
that you weren’t supposed to 
do, they knew.”  

— Hubert Brown, 2021

S. Adams Street
1510 Pete Miller
1516 Luke Thompson *
1518 Malicious L. Lincoln *
1522 Ora Young *
1526 Minnie Spencer
1540 A. Ralph Hoffman *

S. Boulevard Street
1304 James Lewis
1306 Emmett Jones
1308 Inez D. Russell
1317 Isaac Robinson *
1319 Willie Hilliard
1323 Phillip Dorsey *
1327 Bessie B. Ford *
1331 Georgia P. Long *
1335 Ernest Jones *
1339  Robert W. Matthews *
1341 Lula B. Young *
1401 Charles E. Weaver *
1403 Leroy F. Howard *
1413 Eddie Williams
1415 Melvin R. Kyler *
1417 William Kornegay
1435 Donald Bowles
1443 Ewing T. Brooks *
1449 Ceclia M. Mobley *
1503 Zeora R. Hercey *
1504 John R.E. Lee *
 A.D. Vinson
1535 Joseph L. Tatum

S. Bronough Street
1204 Mamie E. Brazell *
1317 Leamus A. Henry *
1318 Ollie R. Brown
1319 John Henderson
1319 1/2  Garfield Stoney
1320 Benjamin Long, Jr.
1321 Nancy Palmer
1321 1/2  King Solomon
1323 McKinley Wilson *
1325 Lena R. Beal 
1334 Ezekial Governor *
1337 Abraham Washington
1338 Arthur E. Johnon
1342 Ethel C. Williams *
1344 Charles Young, Jr. *
1349 Lilian W. Hunter
1401 Dallas R. Madison *
1413 James C. Stretchings
1414 Robert S. Sims *
 Birda M. Allen
1415 Rosetta S. Yopp *
1421 Walter F. Lamb *
 Charles H. Wanza
1422 Eva G. Jefferson
1423 Willie S. Pittman, Jr. *
1431 Eddie L. Smith *
1435 George S. Green
1437 William Jefferson, Sr. 
1441 Earl H. Boyd *
1446 Lee A. Royster
1447 Carrie T. Pittman *
1452 George W. Conoly *
1503 Myrtle L. Ford *
1511 Willie Floyd *
1525 Moses G. Miles *
1527 Alverta N. Morris
1529 John W. Boardley

Canal Street
114 Ary R. Brown *
118 Joseph Davis
121 Gideon Clack
123 Gethsemane Church
126 Phillip Young *
130 William Lawrence *
134 John Paramore *
216 Estelle Washington
218  James Long 
219 J.H. Russell
220    William Jones
222    Stafford Evans* 

W. Harrison Street
108    Edward H. DeBose, Jr.
111     Everett Flemming *
120    Malissie F. Brazil *
206    Alton L. Smith
305    James E. Williams *
309    Arthor L. Mobley *
313    Willie C. Askew
317    Corine G. Smith *

Hudson Street
1306 Lionel Ferguson
1310 Namon Mills, Sr. *
1312 Reddick Gibbons
1314 Willie Brown 
1316 John C. Homer
1317 Sally L. Williams
1318 Floyd Brown
1319 Henry L. Allison
1320 Samuel Pittman
1321 Arthur W. Seay
1323 Jesse L. Mitchell
1412 Soloman E. Fields
1414 Eddie L. Thomas
1418 Joseph Rosier *
1428 Elijah Pittman
1434 Samuel J. Warren

1436 Samuel A. Mayo
1438 James R. Gibbons
1440 Leroy Williams
1442 Anne L. Corker
1444 Thelma R. Sheppard
1445 Arthur W. Carter
1446 James W. Laing
1447 Robert L. Anders
1448 D.Q. Bassa
1449 J. Tyrone Ferguson
1512 Lula J. Brooks *
1513 Tom Colson, Jr.
1514 Minerva W. Holmes

W. Jennings Street
115 Simon J. Young  *
119 Joseph Bines *
123 Judge B. Kendrick *
127 Johnny Brown *
127 ½  Hubert Brown *
211 James Williams

Melvin Street
1301 Dora M. Jones *
1302 Alexander Henry  *
1303 Willie R. Long *
1308 Eunice McCray *
1309/11 Ordray J. Washington
1312 Melvin Beal *
1313 Arthur Givens
1314 John Beal *
1315 Shelley Gavin *
1317 Virginia N. Shorter
1318 Nancy Weaver
1320 Leroy Brown
1322 Martha B. Governor *   
1404 Clarence Golden
1406 Prince Hinson, Jr
1409 Edward L. Williams
1411 Levi L. Moss
1413 David A. Collins

1415 Dorothy Snow
1419 Corine H. Watts *
1421 Mary T. Griffin
1428 Ada N. Harley * 
1430 Ike Gilliam, Jr. *  
1431 Mary L. Hudnell * 
1435 Willie C. Smith *
1438 Edna J. Anderson *
1439 Rosetta E. Edwards *
1443 Clyde L. Young    
1445 Charles Daniels
1451 William M. Burns
1507 John Steele *
1511 China B. Larkins *
1517 Arthur Holt *
1518 Nero Pender *
1522 Leroy Beasley

W. Palmer Avenue
104 Fred Williams
108 Charlie E. Jenkins
110 Louise C. Fields
112 Charles J. Stanley, Jr. *
114 Kathryn M. Williams
124 Albert R. Crump *
202 Parker Hollis *
204 Birdie L. Jones *

W. Pershing Street
302 Susie McLendon *
304 Mary A. Larkins *
313 Mathew H. Estaras *
319 Allen P. Turner *
 Clarice J. Young 

W. Van Buren Street
211 Roscoe D. Long *
215 Jesse Ware *
219 Lila M. Clack
223 Robert L. Martin
227 Richard Ford *

300a Lee E. Triplett
300b Emmette Ford
302 Mamie L. Williams
307 Lillie Smith
311 Adolphus D. Williams
315 Joseph Nathen
319 Johnny Herndon
323 Harold L. Clack
400 Elbert L. Humphrey
401 Willie L. Allen
402 Edward Pennie
403 Wilmer Ferrell
405 David Hatcher
40 Clinton Russ 
407 Ellis Staten
408 Willie J. Gatlin
409 Daniel Ziegler, Jr.
410 Alma J. Jenkins
411 Jim Staten
412 Ned Sanders
414 Daisy B. Dewberry
415 Dan Parrish
416 Arthur L. Kimble
417 Pearlie M. Staten
418 Freddie Dorsey
419 Willie Williams
420 Alexina Kelly
421 Mary Jones
422 Iradella O. Watts
423 Timothy L. Collier
424 Sarah D. Way
425 Arlene M. Randolph
426 Emma D. Lockett
427 Melvin Bacon
428 John Davis
429 Washington Woodall 

* = homeowner
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail2. Allen's Black-owned Businesses

Black business owners addressed their 
community’s needs, offering goods and services 
in commercial buildings and private homes. 
They may have funded businesses by working 
several jobs, taking in boarders, getting loans 
from friends or White employers, or from family 
inheritance. Allen businesspersons helped 
residents in financial need, and each other. 

Allen’s Black-owned 
Businesses: Booming 
Day and Night  

Buying local and meeting 
community needs

Learn MoreThank you

Leisure hot spots 
“I recall serving Martin Luther King 
Jr. on a visit to Tallahassee, and Ray 
Charles performing there when he 
was starting out musically.” 

—Carrie Hoffman, former owner of the Ship Ahoy, 2021

Allen residents and FAMU students enjoyed night-
life in neighborhood restaurants, bars, and loung-
es like the Ship Ahoy, Savoy Club, and Peppermint 
Patio. Patrons from outside the community came 
to these hot spots as well. In 1933, FAMU Hospital 
Director Leonard Foote, MD, built the Hillside 
Fountainette, a restaurant for his wife to run. 
During the Civil Rights Movement, FAMU students 
used the Fountainette and Ship Ahoy as gathering 
points for marches to downtown Tallahassee.

Grand Fusion Band performing at the Savoy Club, a popular 
nightspot on West Van Buren Street, 1970s. People from 
outside the Tallahassee area also came to hear live music 
at this venue.

Ship Ahoy 
Owners Carrie Hoffman (foreground table, second from left) 
and Alphonso Hoffman (to her right), on the roof deck with 
patrons and friends in the early 1950s. FAMU students came 
to the “Ship” for great soul food (often on credit), late night 
beers, and jukebox music. 

Allenites—and FAMU students—could find what 
they needed within walking distance of Allen, 
where more than 90 African American-owned 
businesses thrived from the mid-1930s to 
mid-1980s. Women ran about one-third of them, 
including restaurants, beauty salons, and child-
care services. Barbershops doubled as social 
gathering places.

A loyal customer following from within and 
outside the community shopped at Allen’s 
grocery and specialty food stores, and enjoyed 
its casual eateries and vibrant nightlife. Allen 
restaurants served fish, seafood, and meat 
sourced from local shops.

Industrious children collected pecans from 
Allen’s plentiful pecan trees and sold them to  
local processing companies like Hyman Myers 
(1951 advertisement, right). Heavy rains created 
jobs digging cars out of ditches on unpaved roads. 
Youngsters babysat and did chores for neighbors. 
Other youth helped out at local businesses, 
shining shoes and sweeping barbershop floors. 

Children used their hard-earned income to attend 
the State Fair, see movies at the segregated Leon 
Theatre, or purchase sweet treats like ice cream 
and candy at Crump’s Store.

Young hands at work

Tucker’s Standard 
Oil Station

1982 advertisement

The Hillside Fountainette
What started in the 1930s 
as an ice cream and soda 

shop for FAMU High School 
students became a college 

hangout with a jukebox and 
dance floor, where FAMU 

alumni returned for 
homecoming parties. 

1953 advertisement

Campus Cleaners
Otis Mobley training workers on the cash register at Campus 
Cleaners. Mobley, an educator at Lincoln High School, and Dr. 
Sybil Mobley, his wife and longtime dean of the FAMU School 
of Business, owned the business. 

AD’s Café and Motel 311 W. Van Buren Street
Askew’s Dinette 205 Canal Street
Blue Ribbon Café 203 Melvin Street
Chanelo’s Fountainette 322 W. Pershing Street
Fish N Pocket 322 W. Pershing Street
Lou’s Cafe 218 Canal Street
Mose’s Pizza Fountainette 320 W. Pershing Street
Sam’s Restaurant 203 Canal Street
Ship Ahoy 1540 S. Adams Street
Hawaiian Grille 203 Canal Street
Hillside Fountainette 320 W. Pershing Street
House of Moses 320 W. Pershing Street
Peppermint Patio 138 Canal Street
Savoy Club 311 Van Buren Street

Brown’s Alterations 127 1/2  W. Jennings Street
Dorsey’s Alterations 418 W. Van Buren Street
Hercey’s Plumbing 1503 S. Boulevard Street
Jet Radio TV & Sound Shop 1534 S. Adams Street
Johnson’s Shoe Repair 1536 S. Adams Street
Mills Hauling 1310 Hudson Street
McClendon’s Western Union Services 302 W. Pershing St
Pyramid Construction 320 W. Pershing Street
Quality Upholstery 1536 S. Adams Street
Rosetta’s Sewing and Alterations 1439 Melvin Street
Square Deal Construction 1530 S. Adams Street
Tucker’s Standard Oil Station 1404 S. Adams Street
Washington’s Construction 1337 S. Bronough Street

Dora’s Ceramics 1441 S. Bronough Street
Greene’s Insurance Agency 1530 S. Adams Street
Roberta’s Florist 324 W. Pershing Street
Brooks’ Newspaper Distribution and Collections 
1443 S. Boulevard Street
Smith’s Jewelry Shop 1431 S. Bronough Street
Smith’s Newspaper Distribution and Sales 
1431 S. Bronough St

Beal’s Taxi Service 1312 Melvin Street
Givens Taxi Service 1313 Melvin Street
Williams’ Taxi  Service 211 W. Jennings Street

Campus Cleaners 312 W. Pershing Street
Econo Wash Laundromat 316 W. Pershing Street
Homer’s Laundering and Babysitting 1317 Hudson St

Learn MoreThank you
We thank Deloris Mills Massey Harpool and Cherry D. Lawrence for their dedicated effort to research and compile the 
businesses on this panel. Many thanks to the Allen residents and family members, and local archivists whose research, 
images and personal accounts contributed to this story.

Image credits  Mobley House: FMSF, Division of Historical resources, Florida | Crump’s ad and newspaper clippings: Newspapers.com 
| 108-100 W. Palmer St: FMSF, Division of Historical resources, Florida | Jefferson House Students: Nancy Jefferson Godette | Hillside 
Fountainette Interior: Weser Khufu | Ship Ahoy: Dr. Ernest Hoffman 

Anderson’s Childcare 1438 Melvin Street
Clack’s Baby Sitting 121 Canal Street 
Hoffman’s Nursery 104 W. Palmer Avenue
Lamb’s Day Care 1421 S. Bronough Street
Malissie’s Childcare 120 W. Harrison Street

Barber Shops & Beauty Salons
“We would have to prepare for church on Saturdays…
We would go to the hair dresser, we would polish our 
shoes, and lay out our outfits.” —Queen Bruton, 2014

Lounges & Restaurants
Patrons from the neighborhood, FAMU, and elsewhere in 
Tallahassee frequented Allen restaurants and lounges.

Rentals & Boarding Houses
“My grandmother lived at 1447 S. Bronough Street… She used 
part of the upstairs to rent rooms to students because 
during that time, students didn’thave dormitories.” 

—Betty Pittman, 2015 

Cleaners & Laundromats
Before households typically had washing 
machines and dryers, laundromats provided 
an essential service.

Services & Repair
Allen businesses provided clothing alterations, construction, 
hauling, car maintenance, upholstery, and repairs of most 
any kind.

Brooks’ Room Rentals 1443 S. Boulevard Street
Brown’s Boarding House 127 W. Jennings Street
Edwards’ Room Rentals 1439 Melvin Street
Ford’s Rooming House 1503 S. Bronough Street 
Henry’s Boarding House 1317 S. Bronough Street 
Hoffman Apartments 1540 S. Adams Street
Jefferson’s Room Rentals 1437 S. Bronough Street
Lamb’s Boarding House 1421 S. Bronough Street
McClendon’s Property and Room Rental 302 W. Pershing St
Mobley’s Boarding House 309 W. Harrison Street
Mobley’s Room Rentals 312 W. Pershing Street
Paramore’s Property Rentals 136 Canal Street
Pearlie’s Rooming House 1413 S. Bronough Street
Pender’s Boarding House 1518 Melvin Street
Pittman’s Boarding House 1447 S. Bronough Street
Washington’s Rooming House 216 Canal Street
William’s Boarding House 211 W. Jennings Street
Yopp’s Boarding House 1415 S. Bronough Street
Young’s Rooming House 115 W. Jennings Street
Young’s Property Rentals 126 Canal Street

Childcare
Most childcare took place in caregivers’ homes and 
provided services for area Tallahassee residents,
including FAMU faculty and staff.

Food Sales & Markets
“We had a little corner store, Crump’s Store. It was a 
neighborhood market and that’s where everybody 
hung out in the summers.” —Hubert Brown, 2014

AD’s Grocery Store 316 W. Van Buren Street
Allison’s Grocery Store 136 Canal Street
Ben Washington’s Grocery Store 909 Melvin Street
Bill’s Fish Market 205 Canal Street
Chick’s Fruit Stand 1413 Melvin Street
Crump’s Grocery Store 1402 Melvin Street
Dupont’s Meat Market 1100 S. Adams Street
Henry’s Grocery Store 147 Canal Street 
Hinson’s Grocery Store 1402 Melvin Street  
Scott’s Fish Market 205 Canal Street 
Johnson’s Peanuts 1320 Melvin Street

During Jim Crow, Allen Subdivision 
residents needed businesses where 
they could shop and feel safe—
without having to enter through 
back or side doors. 

We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Campus Cleaners: the Otis and Sybil Mobley family | Tucker’s, Fountainette and Pecan ads: Newspapers.com | Ship 
Ahoy: Dr. Ernest Hoffman | The Grand Fusion Band: Leonard Bruton

Artistic Barber Shop 121 Canal Street
Artizan Beauty Parlor 111 W. Harrison Street
Askew’s Beauty Parlor 313R W. Harrison Street
Bob’s Barbershop 1532 S. Adams St
CE’s Beauty Shop, 401 W. Van Buren Street
Colson’s Beauty Shop 319 W. Van Buren Street
Davis Barber Shop 321 W. Pershing Street
Hillside Barber Shop 321 W. Pershing Street
Hillside Beauty Shoppe 311 W. Pershing Street
Holjack’s Barber Shop 1532 S. Adams Street
Mobley’s Beauty Shop 309 W. Harrison Street
William’s Beauty Parlor 211 W. Jennings Street
William’s Curly Way Beauty Shop 305 W. Harrison St

West Harrison Street
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Allen’s Black-owned 
Businesses: Booming 
Day and Night  

“On Saturday and Sunday 
we’d go to the movies or the 
swimming pool depending 
on your choice, what you 
saved your money for, you 
know. 

And we’d all walk through 
the graveyard over to 
Tennessee Street and go 
to the Leon Theatre.”  

— Hubert Brown, 2021

“We’d sell those pecans to make money to go to the fair. 
        We would put rocks in the bag to give it more weight!” 
      —Deloris Harpool, 2015 

FAMU college students, 
boarders at the Jefferson 
house on Bronough Street.

Mattie Mobley’s home, 
boarding house and beauty 
salon on Harrison Street. 

Ship Ahoy Restaurant, 1962

Allen’s Black-owned
Business Directory

The Allen Subdivision hummed with activity 
as businesses provided goods and services for 
residents and FAMU students. This directory 
honors more than 80 African American-owned 
businesses in Allen between 1946 and 1980. 

Beal’s Taxi Service 1312 Melvin Street
Givens Taxi Service 1313 Melvin Street
Williams’ Taxi  Service 211 W. Jennings Street

Taxis
Taxis played an essential role during Tallahassee’s Civil 
Rights-era bus boycott. 
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Black business owners addressed their 
community’s needs, offering goods and services 
in commercial buildings and private homes. 
They may have funded businesses by working 
several jobs, taking in boarders, getting loans 
from friends or White employers, or from family 
inheritance. Allen businesspersons helped 
residents in financial need, and each other. 

Allen’s Black-owned 
Businesses: Booming 
Day and Night  

Buying local and meeting 
community needs

Learn MoreThank you

Leisure hot spots 
“I recall serving Martin Luther King 
Jr. on a visit to Tallahassee, and Ray 
Charles performing there when he 
was starting out musically.” 

—Carrie Hoffman, former owner of the Ship Ahoy, 2021

Allen residents and FAMU students enjoyed night-
life in neighborhood restaurants, bars, and loung-
es like the Ship Ahoy, Savoy Club, and Peppermint 
Patio. Patrons from outside the community came 
to these hot spots as well. In 1933, FAMU Hospital 
Director Leonard Foote, MD, built the Hillside 
Fountainette, a restaurant for his wife to run. 
During the Civil Rights Movement, FAMU students 
used the Fountainette and Ship Ahoy as gathering 
points for marches to downtown Tallahassee.

Grand Fusion Band performing at the Savoy Club, a popular 
nightspot on West Van Buren Street, 1970s. People from 
outside the Tallahassee area also came to hear live music 
at this venue.

Ship Ahoy 
Owners Carrie Hoffman (foreground table, second from left) 
and Alphonso Hoffman (to her right), on the roof deck with 
patrons and friends in the early 1950s. FAMU students came 
to the “Ship” for great soul food (often on credit), late night 
beers, and jukebox music. 

Allenites—and FAMU students—could find what 
they needed within walking distance of Allen, 
where more than 90 African American-owned 
businesses thrived from the mid-1930s to 
mid-1980s. Women ran about one-third of them, 
including restaurants, beauty salons, and child-
care services. Barbershops doubled as social 
gathering places.

A loyal customer following from within and 
outside the community shopped at Allen’s 
grocery and specialty food stores, and enjoyed 
its casual eateries and vibrant nightlife. Allen 
restaurants served fish, seafood, and meat 
sourced from local shops.

Industrious children collected pecans from 
Allen’s plentiful pecan trees and sold them to  
local processing companies like Hyman Myers 
(1951 advertisement, right). Heavy rains created 
jobs digging cars out of ditches on unpaved roads. 
Youngsters babysat and did chores for neighbors. 
Other youth helped out at local businesses, 
shining shoes and sweeping barbershop floors. 

Children used their hard-earned income to attend 
the State Fair, see movies at the segregated Leon 
Theatre, or purchase sweet treats like ice cream 
and candy at Crump’s Store.

Young hands at work

Tucker’s Standard 
Oil Station

1982 advertisement

The Hillside Fountainette
What started in the 1930s 
as an ice cream and soda 

shop for FAMU High School 
students became a college 

hangout with a jukebox and 
dance floor, where FAMU 

alumni returned for 
homecoming parties. 

1953 advertisement

Campus Cleaners
Otis Mobley training workers on the cash register at Campus 
Cleaners. Mobley, an educator at Lincoln High School, and Dr. 
Sybil Mobley, his wife and longtime dean of the FAMU School 
of Business, owned the business. 

AD’s Café and Motel 311 W. Van Buren Street
Askew’s Dinette 205 Canal Street
Blue Ribbon Café 203 Melvin Street
Chanelo’s Fountainette 322 W. Pershing Street
Fish N Pocket 322 W. Pershing Street
Lou’s Cafe 218 Canal Street
Mose’s Pizza Fountainette 320 W. Pershing Street
Sam’s Restaurant 203 Canal Street
Ship Ahoy 1540 S. Adams Street
Hawaiian Grille 203 Canal Street
Hillside Fountainette 320 W. Pershing Street
House of Moses 320 W. Pershing Street
Peppermint Patio 138 Canal Street
Savoy Club 311 Van Buren Street

Brown’s Alterations 127 1/2  W. Jennings Street
Dorsey’s Alterations 418 W. Van Buren Street
Hercey’s Plumbing 1503 S. Boulevard Street
Jet Radio TV & Sound Shop 1534 S. Adams Street
Johnson’s Shoe Repair 1536 S. Adams Street
Mills Hauling 1310 Hudson Street
McClendon’s Western Union Services 302 W. Pershing St
Pyramid Construction 320 W. Pershing Street
Quality Upholstery 1536 S. Adams Street
Rosetta’s Sewing and Alterations 1439 Melvin Street
Square Deal Construction 1530 S. Adams Street
Tucker’s Standard Oil Station 1404 S. Adams Street
Washington’s Construction 1337 S. Bronough Street

Dora’s Ceramics 1441 S. Bronough Street
Greene’s Insurance Agency 1530 S. Adams Street
Roberta’s Florist 324 W. Pershing Street
Brooks’ Newspaper Distribution and Collections 
1443 S. Boulevard Street
Smith’s Jewelry Shop 1431 S. Bronough Street
Smith’s Newspaper Distribution and Sales 
1431 S. Bronough St

Beal’s Taxi Service 1312 Melvin Street
Givens Taxi Service 1313 Melvin Street
Williams’ Taxi  Service 211 W. Jennings Street

Campus Cleaners 312 W. Pershing Street
Econo Wash Laundromat 316 W. Pershing Street
Homer’s Laundering and Babysitting 1317 Hudson St

Learn MoreThank you
We thank Deloris Mills Massey Harpool and Cherry D. Lawrence for their dedicated effort to research and compile the 
businesses on this panel. Many thanks to the Allen residents and family members, and local archivists whose research, 
images and personal accounts contributed to this story.

Image credits  Mobley House: FMSF, Division of Historical resources, Florida | Crump’s ad and newspaper clippings: Newspapers.com 
| 108-100 W. Palmer St: FMSF, Division of Historical resources, Florida | Jefferson House Students: Nancy Jefferson Godette | Hillside 
Fountainette Interior: Weser Khufu | Ship Ahoy: Dr. Ernest Hoffman 

Anderson’s Childcare 1438 Melvin Street
Clack’s Baby Sitting 121 Canal Street 
Hoffman’s Nursery 104 W. Palmer Avenue
Lamb’s Day Care 1421 S. Bronough Street
Malissie’s Childcare 120 W. Harrison Street

Barber Shops & Beauty Salons
“We would have to prepare for church on Saturdays…
We would go to the hair dresser, we would polish our 
shoes, and lay out our outfits.” —Queen Bruton, 2014

Lounges & Restaurants
Patrons from the neighborhood, FAMU, and elsewhere in 
Tallahassee frequented Allen restaurants and lounges.

Rentals & Boarding Houses
“My grandmother lived at 1447 S. Bronough Street… She used 
part of the upstairs to rent rooms to students because 
during that time, students didn’thave dormitories.” 

—Betty Pittman, 2015 

Cleaners & Laundromats
Before households typically had washing 
machines and dryers, laundromats provided 
an essential service.

Services & Repair
Allen businesses provided clothing alterations, construction, 
hauling, car maintenance, upholstery, and repairs of most 
any kind.

Brooks’ Room Rentals 1443 S. Boulevard Street
Brown’s Boarding House 127 W. Jennings Street
Edwards’ Room Rentals 1439 Melvin Street
Ford’s Rooming House 1503 S. Bronough Street 
Henry’s Boarding House 1317 S. Bronough Street 
Hoffman Apartments 1540 S. Adams Street
Jefferson’s Room Rentals 1437 S. Bronough Street
Lamb’s Boarding House 1421 S. Bronough Street
McClendon’s Property and Room Rental 302 W. Pershing St
Mobley’s Boarding House 309 W. Harrison Street
Mobley’s Room Rentals 312 W. Pershing Street
Paramore’s Property Rentals 136 Canal Street
Pearlie’s Rooming House 1413 S. Bronough Street
Pender’s Boarding House 1518 Melvin Street
Pittman’s Boarding House 1447 S. Bronough Street
Washington’s Rooming House 216 Canal Street
William’s Boarding House 211 W. Jennings Street
Yopp’s Boarding House 1415 S. Bronough Street
Young’s Rooming House 115 W. Jennings Street
Young’s Property Rentals 126 Canal Street

Childcare
Most childcare took place in caregivers’ homes and 
provided services for area Tallahassee residents,
including FAMU faculty and staff.

Food Sales & Markets
“We had a little corner store, Crump’s Store. It was a 
neighborhood market and that’s where everybody 
hung out in the summers.” —Hubert Brown, 2014

AD’s Grocery Store 316 W. Van Buren Street
Allison’s Grocery Store 136 Canal Street
Ben Washington’s Grocery Store 909 Melvin Street
Bill’s Fish Market 205 Canal Street
Chick’s Fruit Stand 1413 Melvin Street
Crump’s Grocery Store 1402 Melvin Street
Dupont’s Meat Market 1100 S. Adams Street
Henry’s Grocery Store 147 Canal Street 
Hinson’s Grocery Store 1402 Melvin Street  
Scott’s Fish Market 205 Canal Street 
Johnson’s Peanuts 1320 Melvin Street

During Jim Crow, Allen Subdivision 
residents needed businesses where 
they could shop and feel safe—
without having to enter through 
back or side doors. 

We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Campus Cleaners: the Otis and Sybil Mobley family | Tucker’s, Fountainette and Pecan ads: Newspapers.com | Ship 
Ahoy: Dr. Ernest Hoffman | The Grand Fusion Band: Leonard Bruton

Artistic Barber Shop 121 Canal Street
Artizan Beauty Parlor 111 W. Harrison Street
Askew’s Beauty Parlor 313R W. Harrison Street
Bob’s Barbershop 1532 S. Adams St
CE’s Beauty Shop, 401 W. Van Buren Street
Colson’s Beauty Shop 319 W. Van Buren Street
Davis Barber Shop 321 W. Pershing Street
Hillside Barber Shop 321 W. Pershing Street
Hillside Beauty Shoppe 311 W. Pershing Street
Holjack’s Barber Shop 1532 S. Adams Street
Mobley’s Beauty Shop 309 W. Harrison Street
William’s Beauty Parlor 211 W. Jennings Street
William’s Curly Way Beauty Shop 305 W. Harrison St
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Allen’s Black-owned 
Businesses: Booming 
Day and Night  

“On Saturday and Sunday 
we’d go to the movies or the 
swimming pool depending 
on your choice, what you 
saved your money for, you 
know. 

And we’d all walk through 
the graveyard over to 
Tennessee Street and go 
to the Leon Theatre.”  

— Hubert Brown, 2021

“We’d sell those pecans to make money to go to the fair. 
        We would put rocks in the bag to give it more weight!” 
      —Deloris Harpool, 2015 

FAMU college students, 
boarders at the Jefferson 
house on Bronough Street.

Mattie Mobley’s home, 
boarding house and beauty 
salon on Harrison Street. 

Ship Ahoy Restaurant, 1962

Allen’s Black-owned
Business Directory

The Allen Subdivision hummed with activity 
as businesses provided goods and services for 
residents and FAMU students. This directory 
honors more than 80 African American-owned 
businesses in Allen between 1946 and 1980. 

Beal’s Taxi Service 1312 Melvin Street
Givens Taxi Service 1313 Melvin Street
Williams’ Taxi  Service 211 W. Jennings Street

Taxis
Taxis played an essential role during Tallahassee’s Civil 
Rights-era bus boycott. 
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail3.  FAMU and the Community

Feeling at home,
on or off campus
Over the years, Allen residents have 
identified strongly with Florida A&M 
University and taken pride in that 
connection. 

Adults have spent their days working as faculty, 
administrators, or maintenance staff, and their 
evenings enjoying the University’s cultural and 
intellectual events. 

FAMU has shared its artists, performers, 
lecturers, and athletes with the community since 
the University’s early beginnings. And it has 
welcomed all neighbors in the campus vicinity to 
its picnics, parades, and park. Children from 
Allen and other nearby African American 
neighborhoods have attended FAMU-run 
schools and played at Gibbs Park. Families have 
joined FAMU spectators at athletic games and 
marching band performances. 

Likewise, FAMU students, faculty, and staff have 
spent time in Allen, dining, dancing, and 
shopping in its businesses; worshipping in its 
churches;  and boarding in its homes. 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Marching 100: Photograph by Harvey E. Slade courtesy of State Archives of Florida | Count Basie: State Archives of 
Florida | The Watermelon Eat: Meek-Eaton Black Archive | 112-114 W. Palmer Avenue: FMSF, Division of Historical Resources, Florida | 
Grape Harvest Festival: FAMU | Dr. Charles U. Smith: Shauna Smith | NAACP March: State Archives of Florida | FAMU Picnic: image TBD 

Lucy Moten Elementary School began in 1932 as 
FAMU’s practice school for training African 
American teachers. Its name honors a leader in 
making such teacher education possible. The 
school has educated generations of children in 
the surrounding neighborhoods. 

FAMU High School, also created to foster teacher 
training, provided the next step in preparing 
youths for higher education. Growing up with 
access to the campus and FAMU schools—now 
known as the K-12 FAMU Developmental 
Research School—has inspired neighborhood 
children to pursue their college education at the 
University and go on to successful careers.

The Only Black Hospital 
in the Region

Shaping the students of tomorrow

People came from near and far to the 
only hospital within 150 miles providing 
healthcare to African Americans. 

In 1911, FAMU opened a 19-bed hospital to treat 
students and community patients and to train 
nurses; a modern 105-bed hospital replaced it in 
1950. 

The doors closed to community patients in 1971, 
ending 60 years of service. However, FAMU’s 
School of Nursing, established in 1904, continues 
as the nation’s oldest program offering a 
bachelor of science in nursing at a historically 
Black institution. 

Left: Patients from Leon and 
many surrounding counties 
waiting for medical care at 
FAMU Hospital, 1953.

Below: Dr. Russell L. Anderson 
providing prenatal care at FAMU 
Hospital, 1953.  

Above: Victims of the period’s polio epidemic came to the 
FAMU Hospital for physical therapy.
Below: FAMU Hospital, 1965. The complex subsequently has 
been used as the Foote-Hilyer Administration Building, honor-
ing Leonard H. B. Foote, MD, first hospital director, and Jennie 
Virginia Hilyer, RN, supervisor of the original hospital. 

Above: Lucy Moten kindergarten graduation class, c. 1957
Top left: Audience and children in the auditorium during the Lucy 
Moten Elementary School kindergarten graduation, c. 1957. FAMU 
President George Gore, seated in the third row from the bottom, 
attends the milestone community event.
Left: FAMU High School basketball team, 1956.
Below: FAMU High School graduates, 1959.

Jazz pianist Count Basie, 
whose 16-piece orchestra 
performed at FAMU’s Lee 
Theater in 1955 and 1964.

The “Watermelon Eat,” an 
annual summer festival FAMU 
hosted in Gibbs Park, 1956. 

112-114 W. Palmer Avenue, built 
1940. A. Ralph Hoffman con-
structed this duplex and other 
buildings in Allen specifically to 
house FAMU students.

Grape stomping contest at FAMU’s 
Annual Grape Harvest Festival, 
2018. The University welcomes the 
community to its vineyards to 
learn about its viticulture (grape 
growing) research while enjoying 
family fun activities. 

FAMU's Marching 100 performing at halftime during the 
FAMU/Tennessee State Game, October 26, 1974. 
Neighborhood and FAMU fans together cheered on the 
Rattlers through football and other games. 

“There’s no question that after finishing at FAMU High School, automatically 
you’re going to go right on to the University and you’re excited to be on the 
college campus as one of the college students you’ve been looking up to.”
 —Deloris Harpool, 2015

Dr. Charles U. Smith helped foster close ties 
between the University and its neighbors. He 
originated the popular communitywide FAMU 
picnic. His long record of advocacy includes 
leading a citizens group that persuaded the City 
Commission to transform Canal Street on the 
University campus into FAMU Way, now 
Tallahassee’s most beautiful roadway and trail 
enjoyed by all.

"He was a dynamic scholar, a dynamic public 
servant, and definitely committed to racial 
equality. He was a person willing to say what 
needed to be said."

—Dr. David Jackson, FAMU chair of History and Political Science, 
in Tallahassee Democrat, April 20, 2015

Community Leader 
Dr. Charles U. Smith

A life member of the NAACP, 

Dr. Smith mobilized the community 

and played a critical organizational 

and motivational role in the 

Tallahassee Civil Rights Movement.

Dr. Smith’s legacy lives on in the FAMU picnic, which has expanded to 

celebrations by alumni chapters around the country. 

©2021 Cloud Gehshan | 09.08.21

Close Ties: FAMU
and the Community

Close Ties: FAMU
and the Community

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  All images courtesy of State Archives of Florida

“People who led this whole 
big institution were Black! 
They knew our needs and 
specialized in turning our 
humble beginnings into 
success stories!” 
 —Deloris Harpool, 2015
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Feeling at home,
on or off campus
Over the years, Allen residents have 
identified strongly with Florida A&M 
University and taken pride in that 
connection. 

Adults have spent their days working as faculty, 
administrators, or maintenance staff, and their 
evenings enjoying the University’s cultural and 
intellectual events. 

FAMU has shared its artists, performers, 
lecturers, and athletes with the community since 
the University’s early beginnings. And it has 
welcomed all neighbors in the campus vicinity to 
its picnics, parades, and park. Children from 
Allen and other nearby African American 
neighborhoods have attended FAMU-run 
schools and played at Gibbs Park. Families have 
joined FAMU spectators at athletic games and 
marching band performances. 

Likewise, FAMU students, faculty, and staff have 
spent time in Allen, dining, dancing, and 
shopping in its businesses; worshipping in its 
churches;  and boarding in its homes. 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Marching 100: Photograph by Harvey E. Slade courtesy of State Archives of Florida | Count Basie: State Archives of 
Florida | The Watermelon Eat: Meek-Eaton Black Archive | 112-114 W. Palmer Avenue: FMSF, Division of Historical Resources, Florida | 
Grape Harvest Festival: FAMU | Dr. Charles U. Smith: Shauna Smith | NAACP March: State Archives of Florida | FAMU Picnic: image TBD 

Lucy Moten Elementary School began in 1932 as 
FAMU’s practice school for training African 
American teachers. Its name honors a leader in 
making such teacher education possible. The 
school has educated generations of children in 
the surrounding neighborhoods. 

FAMU High School, also created to foster teacher 
training, provided the next step in preparing 
youths for higher education. Growing up with 
access to the campus and FAMU schools—now 
known as the K-12 FAMU Developmental 
Research School—has inspired neighborhood 
children to pursue their college education at the 
University and go on to successful careers.

The Only Black Hospital 
in the Region

Shaping the students of tomorrow

People came from near and far to the 
only hospital within 150 miles providing 
healthcare to African Americans. 

In 1911, FAMU opened a 19-bed hospital to treat 
students and community patients and to train 
nurses; a modern 105-bed hospital replaced it in 
1950. 

The doors closed to community patients in 1971, 
ending 60 years of service. However, FAMU’s 
School of Nursing, established in 1904, continues 
as the nation’s oldest program offering a 
bachelor of science in nursing at a historically 
Black institution. 

Left: Patients from Leon and 
many surrounding counties 
waiting for medical care at 
FAMU Hospital, 1953.

Below: Dr. Russell L. Anderson 
providing prenatal care at FAMU 
Hospital, 1953.  

Above: Victims of the period’s polio epidemic came to the 
FAMU Hospital for physical therapy.
Below: FAMU Hospital, 1965. The complex subsequently has 
been used as the Foote-Hilyer Administration Building, honor-
ing Leonard H. B. Foote, MD, first hospital director, and Jennie 
Virginia Hilyer, RN, supervisor of the original hospital. 

Above: Lucy Moten kindergarten graduation class, c. 1957
Top left: Audience and children in the auditorium during the Lucy 
Moten Elementary School kindergarten graduation, c. 1957. FAMU 
President George Gore, seated in the third row from the bottom, 
attends the milestone community event.
Left: FAMU High School basketball team, 1956.
Below: FAMU High School graduates, 1959.

Jazz pianist Count Basie, 
whose 16-piece orchestra 
performed at FAMU’s Lee 
Theater in 1955 and 1964.

The “Watermelon Eat,” an 
annual summer festival FAMU 
hosted in Gibbs Park, 1956. 

112-114 W. Palmer Avenue, built 
1940. A. Ralph Hoffman con-
structed this duplex and other 
buildings in Allen specifically to 
house FAMU students.

Grape stomping contest at FAMU’s 
Annual Grape Harvest Festival, 
2018. The University welcomes the 
community to its vineyards to 
learn about its viticulture (grape 
growing) research while enjoying 
family fun activities. 

FAMU's Marching 100 performing at halftime during the 
FAMU/Tennessee State Game, October 26, 1974. 
Neighborhood and FAMU fans together cheered on the 
Rattlers through football and other games. 

“There’s no question that after finishing at FAMU High School, automatically 
you’re going to go right on to the University and you’re excited to be on the 
college campus as one of the college students you’ve been looking up to.”
 —Deloris Harpool, 2015

Dr. Charles U. Smith helped foster close ties 
between the University and its neighbors. He 
originated the popular communitywide FAMU 
picnic. His long record of advocacy includes 
leading a citizens group that persuaded the City 
Commission to transform Canal Street on the 
University campus into FAMU Way, now 
Tallahassee’s most beautiful roadway and trail 
enjoyed by all.

"He was a dynamic scholar, a dynamic public 
servant, and definitely committed to racial 
equality. He was a person willing to say what 
needed to be said."

—Dr. David Jackson, FAMU chair of History and Political Science, 
in Tallahassee Democrat, April 20, 2015

Community Leader 
Dr. Charles U. Smith

A life member of the NAACP, 

Dr. Smith mobilized the community 

and played a critical organizational 

and motivational role in the 

Tallahassee Civil Rights Movement.

Dr. Smith’s legacy lives on in the FAMU picnic, which has expanded to 

celebrations by alumni chapters around the country. 
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Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  All images courtesy of State Archives of Florida

“People who led this whole 
big institution were Black! 
They knew our needs and 
specialized in turning our 
humble beginnings into 
success stories!” 
 —Deloris Harpool, 2015
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail4.  FAMU: Gateway to Opportunity

Who could have imagined a prominent 
Black university thriving on the former 
site of a plantation worked by enslaved 
African Americans? 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Dr. William P. Foster: Meek-Eaton Black Archives | Modern-day Marching 100: FAMU archives | All other images courte-
sy of State Archives of Florida

Learn MoreThank you

When Alonzo “Jake” Gaither joined FAMU’s 
football coaching staff in 1937, the Rattlers won 
their first conference championship, leaving 
seven opponents scoreless! In 1945, FAMU 
promoted Gaither to head football coach, 
athletic director, and head of Physical Education 
and Health. The team compiled a 203-36-4 
record in his 25 years at the helm and, despite 
segregation, drew White fans to Bragg Stadium. 
The much-honored coach trained champions of 
Black college football. Equally important, Gaither 
mentored young men with life lessons to take 
onto the field and into the future.

Jazz legends and brothers Julian “Cannonball” Adderley (Class of 
1948) on alto saxophone and Nathaniel “Nat”  Adderley (Class of 
1951) on cornet. One of the most popular American jazz musicians 
of the 1950s and ‘60s, Cannonball recorded several albums and won 
a Grammy award for the hit “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy.” 

Althea Gibson (Class of 1953), who in 1950 broke the color barrier 
in tennis as the first African American to compete in the U.S. 
National Championships (later known as the U.S. Open) and the 
first to win the French Championship, Wimbledon, and U.S. Open 
singles championships. In all, she won 11 Grand Slam tournaments, 
and was ranked the number-one female player in the world in 1957 
and 1958. She became the first Black woman to appear on the 
covers of Sports Illustrated and Time Magazines, and later was 
inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame and the 
International Women's Sports Hall of Fame.

Robert "Bullet Bob" Hayes (Class of 1965), the only athlete to 
achieve Olympic gold and a Super Bowl ring, won two gold medals in 
the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, tying a world record in the 100 meter and 
setting a new world record in the 4x100 meter relay. Hayes went on 
to 10 years of professional football, helping the Dallas Cowboys to 
their first-ever Super Bowl victory in 1972. Hayes was inducted into 
the United States Olympic Hall of Fame and Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 2009.

Keisha Lance Bottoms (Class of 1991), elected Mayor of Atlanta in 
2017. With a FAMU degree in broadcast journalism, Bottoms went on 
to law school at Georgia State University and a career path in public 
service—from Atlanta judge to City Councilmember to Mayor. 

Howard University surgeon, oncologist, and educator 
LaSalle D. Leffall Jr., MD (Class of 1948), the first 
Black president of the American Cancer Society, who 
worked to raise public awareness about the risks of 
cancer—especially among African Americans—and 
ways to prevent it.

Famous FAMU Alumni

Grid iron legendEducation paves the way

Coach Jake Gaither leading FAMU football practice, 1953. More than 
90 percent of Florida’s Black high school football coaches in 1960 
were alumni of his teams. He also coached basketball and track.

Thomas V. Gibbs, left, one of the 
cofounders of what is now FAMU. 
Below is Dr. Thomas deSaille Tucker, 
the first president of FAMU.

Above: Students in a mechanics class, one of a number of 
courses offering practical skills in a number of trades, 1960. 
Early on, FAMU introduced courses in blacksmithing. 
Below Right: 1938 graduating seniors, members of the Beta 
Alpha chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 

“By the time he got through talking to you, you could run through 
a concrete wall. He was a tremendous motivator.”

—Frank Scruggs, FAMU football player, talking about Coach Gaither in the Tallahassee Democrat, Feb. 20, 1994

FAMU always had bands, but it was Dr. William 
P. Foster who, in 1946, organized what would 
become world-renowned for tooting its horns, 
crashing its cymbals, and strutting its stuff. 
When band membership topped 100, it became 
the “Marching 100.” 

The Marching 100 has entertained football fans 
from the field and from the stands, and paraded 
in Tallahassee’s civic events. The band’s 
reputation reached France, which invited the 
Rattlers to participate in its 1989 Bicentennial 
Bastille Day parade. The Marching 100 has 
enlivened Superbowl halftimes, Summer 
Olympics festivities, and inaugural celebrations 
for Presidents Clinton and Obama. 

“As proud as the alumni are of the college and its academic 
accomplishments, they’re even more proud of the band. 
It just is the thing that seems to say ‘FAMU,’ more than 
anything else.”
—Fred Thompson, adviser, United Negro College Fund, Tallahassee Democrat, Sept. 27, 1987

“The Marchingest, Playingest 
Band in the Land.”
— The Miami News, Nov. 29, 1959

The Marching 100

We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.
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After the Civil War, education offered the key to 
Black social and economic advancement. 
Segregation meant African Americans needed 
their own schools and teachers. In 1887, the 
State Normal College for Colored Students was 
founded to train teachers to educate the Black 
youth of Tallahassee and elsewhere. It 
broadened its course offerings, becoming 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College for 
Negroes in 1909. As the campus, academic 
programs, and enrollment grew, the college 
attained university status in 1953, becoming 
Florida A&M University. 

FAMU has provided an anchor in the community 
and a bridge to the Black middle class and 
professional class. It has educated thousands 
and thousands of national and international 
students, who have gone on to make a 
difference locally and globally. You can find 
alumni Rattlers excelling in government, law, 
medicine, science, research, athletics, and the 
arts—or serving as leaders at their alma mater 
or in their communities.

The FAMU campus, 1920s. FAMU had a dairy farm that 
produced milk and butter for campus use; surplus was 
sold to Tallahassee merchants and families.  

Dr. William P. Foster, FAMU 
band director from 1945-1998, 
who revolutionized marching 
band techniques.

What’s in a name
FAMU was founded as the “State Normal College 
for Colored Students.” “Normal” meant that it was 
setting the “norm” for other schools, and was a 
common term for teacher-training institutions. 

“A coach shouldn’t be as concerned about what kind of player he’s developing in 
college as what kind of man he’s made 15 years later.”—Jake Gaither, Jet, Dec. 24, 1964
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“FAMU has been one of the 
nation’s leading producers 
of opportunity for black 
citizens—which has 
benefited us all.”

—Gerald Ensley

“FAMU has been one of the 
nation’s leading producers 
of opportunity for black 
citizens—which has 
benefited us all.”

—Gerald Ensley

Who could have imagined a prominent 
Black university thriving on the former 
site of a plantation worked by enslaved 
African Americans? 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.
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inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame and the 
International Women's Sports Hall of Fame.
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achieve Olympic gold and a Super Bowl ring, won two gold medals in 
the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, tying a world record in the 100 meter and 
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to 10 years of professional football, helping the Dallas Cowboys to 
their first-ever Super Bowl victory in 1972. Hayes was inducted into 
the United States Olympic Hall of Fame and Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 2009.
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ways to prevent it.
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Alpha chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 
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reputation reached France, which invited the 
Rattlers to participate in its 1989 Bicentennial 
Bastille Day parade. The Marching 100 has 
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for Presidents Clinton and Obama. 
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broadened its course offerings, becoming 
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programs, and enrollment grew, the college 
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professional class. It has educated thousands 
and thousands of national and international 
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common term for teacher-training institutions. 

“A coach shouldn’t be as concerned about what kind of player he’s developing in 
college as what kind of man he’s made 15 years later.”—Jake Gaither, Jet, Dec. 24, 1964

©2021 Cloud Gehshan | 09.08.21

FAMU: Gateway to
Opportunity

FAMU: Gateway to
Opportunity

“FAMU has been one of the 
nation’s leading producers 
of opportunity for black 
citizens—which has 
benefited us all.”

—Gerald Ensley

“FAMU has been one of the 
nation’s leading producers 
of opportunity for black 
citizens—which has 
benefited us all.”

—Gerald Ensley

panel detail

station icon

Attachment #1 
Page 13 of 23



14
Page NumberDate

10.05.21

©  2021  Cloud Gehshan

Client Project No.

Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency 20WPI0303001

Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail5.  Pathway to Civil Rights

“The activity of student protesters 
at FAMU is unprecedented; students 
at no other school did as much or 
produced as much as did FAMU 
students. … There’s not a chance 
civil rights would be as far along 
[without FAMU].”

—Dr. Charles U. Smith, 
Tallahassee Democrat, November 18, 2012

Florida A&M University and nearby Black 
communities joined forces in the Civil Rights 
Movement, playing a prominent role in a local 
and national story. Allen was a pathway for 
college student activists heading to demonstra-
tions at the Capitol or sit-ins and protests of 
segregated businesses on Monroe Street. When 
FAMU students marched, neighbors marched 
alongside them. Two FAMU students who sat in 
the “Whites only” section of a bus triggered a 
bus boycott that united fellow students and 
African Americans throughout Tallahassee 
in a common cause.

Church involvement

A united front Milestones of Protest and Progress

Learn MoreThank you

Behind the scenes and on the streets, pastors from several African 
American neighborhoods took on leadership roles in Tallahassee’s Civil 
Rights Movement. Churches served as centers of organization, 
mobilization, and refuge for protestors. When FAMU’s Black students and 
Florida State University’s White students, members of the Congress of 
Racial Equality, could not meet on each other’s campuses, they gathered in 
a church to plan a prayer meeting at the Capitol. When police unleashed 
teargas at community and student protestors, they found safety in Allen’s 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church. 

FAMU student Benjamin 
Cowins held money in his 
hand, trying to get served at 
McCrory's lunch counter, 
February 21, 1961. The waitress 
ignored him. Cowins tried 
again at a Neisner’s lunch 
counter. He was arrested and 
spent 30 days in jail.

Boycotting and picketing the segregated lunch
counters at Neisner’s, McCroy’s, F. W. Woolworth’s, 
Walgreen’s, and Sear’s stores, 1960.

Dr. Sam Hunter (left), former Leon County principal and science teacher, 
and Rev. Daniel Speed (right) present a proclamation to Villa Mitchell resi-
dent and FAMU administrator Daisy Young, for her outstanding commit-
ment to the NAACP’s Tallahassee branch.

Pastors on the march, 1971. (Left to right): Rev. James Orange; Father 
David Brooks, rector of St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church; Rev. 
R. N. Gooden, pastor of St. Mary Primitive Baptist Church; and Rev. 
Charles Kenzie Steele, pastor of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church.

On August 27, 1956, Tallahassee police arrested Rev. Charles Kenzie Steele 
(center) and Rev. Daniel Speed (right) for operating a carpool service 
without a license. Rev. Steele served as president of the Tallahassee 
Inter-City Council and the first vice president of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference under Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Both he and Rev. 
Speed served terms as president of the NAACP’s Tallahassee branch.

Rev. King Solomon Dupont, pastor 
of Greater Fountain Chapel Church 
during the 1950s Tallahassee Bus 
Boycott, served as vice president of 
the Tallahassee Inter-City Council, 
which arranged transportation to 
get bus boycotters to work.

Learn MoreThank you

FAMU students Wilhelmina Jakes and Carrie 
Patterson sit in the “Whites only” section of a 
segregated bus. They get arrested and, the next 
morning, a cross burns on the front lawn of their 
Allen boarding home. In response, classmates 
—soon joined by the Black community—start the 
Tallahassee Bus Boycott, sparking Tallahassee’s 
Civil Rights Movement.

1956

Interfaith Freedom Riders challenge segregated 
interstate buses by traveling from Washington, 
D.C. to Tallahassee. Before flying back to D.C., 
they try to be served at the segregated 
Tallahassee airport restaurant. Ten are arrested. 

Protests of Tallahassee’s segregated movie 
theaters lead to arrests of large numbers of 
FAMU students.

1961

The NAACP marches to the Tallahassee Capitol 
to protest the U.S. Senate filibuster placing an 
obstacle to passage of the Civil Rights Act.

Tallahassee Civil Rights March, which was a 
response against the closure of FAMU Hospital.

On June 2, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signs the Civil Rights Act, the most sweeping civil 
rights legislation since Reconstruction.

1964

1971

1963-64

Four white men rape a Black female FAMU student. The student body boycotts 
classes, closing down the University, which brings national and international 
attention to the case and the activism of FAMU students. The four men each 
receive life sentences.

1958

In a series of lunch counter protests at Neisner’s 
McCrory’s, F.W. Woolworth’s, Walgreen’s, and 
Sear’s stores, FAMU student activists, including 
Patricia and Priscilla Stephens, are arrested for 
sitting in a “Whites only” section and choose 
to serve jail time rather than pay a fine. The 
Stephens sisters organize the Tallahassee chapter 
of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).

1960-64

Carrie Patterson 
(left) and 
Wilhelmina Jakes 
(right). 

Rev. C. K. Steele (center left), pastor of Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church, and Rev. H. McNeal Harris, pastor of Bethel AME Church 
(center right). 

CORE members at a sit-in at McCrory's lunch counter, Oct. 25, 1962.

FAMU student Priscilla Stephens, one of ten Freedom 
Riders to be arrested. 

Picketing at the segregated State Theatre in Tallahassee, with 
Patricia Stephens Due (wearing sunglasses) in the foreground, 
May 29, 1963. Police arrested 220 students, plus 37 of 200 
students who protested those arrests.

Young and old protesting, a community effort. March 27, 1964.

Marching through neighborhoods to downtown Tallahassee, 1971.

“We feel honored that we are able to sit 
in jail for sixty days for such a worthy 
cause. And we are willing to do it again 
and again as long as it is necessary.”
— Draft letter from Patricia and Priscilla Stephens to the 
Pittsburgh Courier, April 7, 1960

“I remember going to 
Woolworth’s and going to the 
Florida Theatre and the State 
Theatre, those were the two 
movie houses they had down-
town, and I remember carrying 
signs and getting up there with 
the other students.”
—Hubert Brown Jr., 2015

“The police forced us back 
into Allen Subdivision with 
water hoses and teargas. I ran 
with the college students into 
Gethsemane Church and saw the 
teargas they threw in the church 
to flush us out. 

We were arrested, fingerprinted, 
and held in the fenced backyard 
of the County Jail on Gaines 
Street until someone from FAMU 
bailed us out.” 
—Earlene Allison Farmer, 2015

“It wasn’t my first time sitting on that 
seat. You know, the long seat behind 
the driver. But it must have been the 
first time sitting next to a White lady.”
—Wilhelmina Jakes Street, Tallahassee Democrat, March 31, 1996 

“… there is nothing more majestic and sublime than the determined courage 
of individuals willing to suffer and sacrifice for the cause of freedom. You have
discovered anew the meaning of the cross and as Christ died to make men 
holy, you are suffering to make men free.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr., president, The Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, telegram to Rev. C. K. Steele on
 behalf of eight jailed students, March 19, 1960 

We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  All images courtesy of State Archives of Florida
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“Students from Tallahassee's 
two universities —Florida 
State, set up for whites, and 
Florida A & M for Ne-
groes—are not allowed to 
visit each other's campuses. 

And so, on a Monday night 
during my May visit, they 
met in a church to make 
plans for a prayer meeting 
on the steps of the Capitol 
to remind the town that the 
students had no intention of 
giving up their struggle.

There were about twenty 
students, in a ratio of about 
two Negroes to one white. It 
was a CORE meeting (the 
Congress of Racial Equality 
is an organization dedicat-
ed to bringing about change 
by passive resistance in 
social injustice), …” 

—James Baldwin

“The activity of student protesters 
at FAMU is unprecedented; students 
at no other school did as much or 
produced as much as did FAMU 
students. … There’s not a chance 
civil rights would be as far along 
[without FAMU].”

—Dr. Charles U. Smith, 
Tallahassee Democrat, November 18, 2012

Florida A&M University and nearby Black 
communities joined forces in the Civil Rights 
Movement, playing a prominent role in a local 
and national story. Allen was a pathway for 
college student activists heading to demonstra-
tions at the Capitol or sit-ins and protests of 
segregated businesses on Monroe Street. When 
FAMU students marched, neighbors marched 
alongside them. Two FAMU students who sat in 
the “Whites only” section of a bus triggered a 
bus boycott that united fellow students and 
African Americans throughout Tallahassee 
in a common cause.
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A united front Milestones of Protest and Progress
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Behind the scenes and on the streets, pastors from several African 
American neighborhoods took on leadership roles in Tallahassee’s Civil 
Rights Movement. Churches served as centers of organization, 
mobilization, and refuge for protestors. When FAMU’s Black students and 
Florida State University’s White students, members of the Congress of 
Racial Equality, could not meet on each other’s campuses, they gathered in 
a church to plan a prayer meeting at the Capitol. When police unleashed 
teargas at community and student protestors, they found safety in Allen’s 
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church. 

FAMU student Benjamin 
Cowins held money in his 
hand, trying to get served at 
McCrory's lunch counter, 
February 21, 1961. The waitress 
ignored him. Cowins tried 
again at a Neisner’s lunch 
counter. He was arrested and 
spent 30 days in jail.
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counters at Neisner’s, McCroy’s, F. W. Woolworth’s, 
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Charles Kenzie Steele, pastor of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church.

On August 27, 1956, Tallahassee police arrested Rev. Charles Kenzie Steele 
(center) and Rev. Daniel Speed (right) for operating a carpool service 
without a license. Rev. Steele served as president of the Tallahassee 
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Speed served terms as president of the NAACP’s Tallahassee branch.
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bailed us out.” 
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“It wasn’t my first time sitting on that 
seat. You know, the long seat behind 
the driver. But it must have been the 
first time sitting next to a White lady.”
—Wilhelmina Jakes Street, Tallahassee Democrat, March 31, 1996 
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of individuals willing to suffer and sacrifice for the cause of freedom. You have
discovered anew the meaning of the cross and as Christ died to make men 
holy, you are suffering to make men free.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr., president, The Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, telegram to Rev. C. K. Steele on
 behalf of eight jailed students, March 19, 1960 

We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  All images courtesy of State Archives of Florida

We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU faculty & staff, and local archivists whose research, images and 
personal accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits Carrie Patterson and Wilhelmina Jakes: The Tallahassee Democrat 
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Pathway to
Civil Rights

“Students from Tallahassee's 
two universities —Florida 
State, set up for whites, and 
Florida A & M for Ne-
groes—are not allowed to 
visit each other's campuses. 

And so, on a Monday night 
during my May visit, they 
met in a church to make 
plans for a prayer meeting 
on the steps of the Capitol 
to remind the town that the 
students had no intention of 
giving up their struggle.

There were about twenty 
students, in a ratio of about 
two Negroes to one white. It 
was a CORE meeting (the 
Congress of Racial Equality 
is an organization dedicat-
ed to bringing about change 
by passive resistance in 
social injustice), …” 

—James Baldwin
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Railroad Depot Railroad Depot

“My grandmother was 
taking me [by train] to 
visit her niece in Michigan, 
in Detroit, and I was about 
three years old... 

She would always have to 
pack a lunch...All the fried 
chicken and fruit that she 
would prepare the night 
before the trip... 

On the second morning of 
the trip, I could smell the 
oatmeal and I said, 
‘Grandmother, I would like 
a bowl of oatmeal please’ 
and she said, ‘I can't get 
you oatmeal.’ 

I could see she was 
disturbed and my grand-
mother was fighting back 
tears because here I was, 
a three-year-old hungry 
child, and I couldn't get 
hot oatmeal on that dining 
car… 

She told me, ‘Wait until we 
get to Ohio and then I can 
get you some oatmeal’… 

we had to wait until we 
crossed the Mason Dixon 
line before we could eat in 
the dining car.” 

—Rhonda Lynn Rolle, 2021

Rails brought growth and 
development to Tallahassee

Learn MoreThank you Learn MoreThank you

 

We thank the neighborhood residents and family members, and local archivists whose research, images and personal 
accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Pilgrim's Rest Church: FMSF, Division of Historical Resources, Florida | House with outdoor privy: State Archives of 
Florida | Mosley and Sterns Street homes: FMSF, Division of Historical Resources, Florida | Coal Chute Park: Vic. Sportelli courtesy of 
State Archives of Florida

We thank the local archivists whose research, images and personal accounts made this panel possible.
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Working and living near the railroad
African Americans found employment with the 
railroad and other businesses near the tracks, 
and built homes close to where they worked. 
The rails drew lines between neighborhoods, 
fostering community identities like Seaboard 
and Stearns-Mosley northwest of the tracks. Its 
depots stand as reminders of everything the 
railroad has brought.

Lions, tigers, and mail—oh my!
News and entertainment came to Tallahassee on 
rails. Trains delivered mail and newspapers from 
northern cities, keeping Tallahassee’s Black 
community informed about national and world 
events. Circuses arrived by train. African 
Americans, denied access to “The Big Top,” 
visited the animals held near the tracks. 

The Seaboard Air Line Railway 
station connected Tallahassee to 
markets across the U.S., spurring 
economic growth and residential 
development in the area. 

The railroad brought people to the state capital, 
including legislators and college students, who 
rode trains to summer jobs in northern cities. 
It provided a way for residents to travel. 
Employees—White or Black—got passes that 
allowed their families to go wherever the 
Seaboard Railway went. 

Seaboard and Stearns-Mosley 
The Seaboard and Stearns-Mosley neighborhoods 
developed northwest of the Seaboard Railway. 
Jobs at the nearby Elberta Crate factory spurred 
home construction for Black families in the 1920s 
and ‘30s. Residents also worked at FAMU and in 
local businesses and industries along the tracks, 
including a sawmill —later a lumber company. 
They easily walked to Villa Mitchell via Cleveland 
Street for shopping, friends, and church, or 
worshipped locally at Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist 
Church. The Harrison Inn, a juke joint on 
Seaboard Avenue, enlivened the neighborhood 
with music and dancing.

School children at the railway depot for a visit to the capitol, 1960.

Right: The railroad delivered sacks of mail to the Tallahassee Post 
office about 12 times a day, 1956.
Below: One of several businesses located within close proximity of 
the railroad and Seaboard Station, 1936.

Ringling Brothers Circus elephants and chimpanzee being 
unloaded from a Seaboard Railway box car, c. 1940.

Construction workers clearing Seaboard Air Line Railway tracks 
running through Tallahassee, c. 1940.

“We moved to Tallahassee in 1965. The street that 
we lived on, Seaboard Street, had no sidewalks, 
was a dirt road, no maintenance… when you 
called the police, he might come or he may not 
come, or if he came, he just drove through and 
kept going.” — Chalmus Thomas, 2021

Life near 
the railroad

1006 Stearns Street, house built 1930s. 

Above: House with outdoor privy across from 
Seaboard train station, 1951.
Right: 820 Mosley Street. Oak and pecan 
trees shaded neighborhood homes.

Pilgrim's Rest Primitive Baptist Church, 
1002 Stearns Street, built 1961. 

Coal Chute Park  

Coal Chute Park got its name because trains 
stopped here to pick up coal and water— 
delivered through a chute—before the area 
became a community playground. African 
American children from nearby neighborhoods 
came to play football, baseball, and basketball 
and enjoy the park’s playground equipment. 

“That used to be our playground... All the community— Stearns Street, 
Allen Subdivision, Pinellas, Eugenia Street, Cleveland Street—all that 
whole area, we played ball there.”  —Thomas Lomack, 2021

Parents could trust their children were safe 
here. Christmas holiday bonfires and other 
events brought people together. In 2013, the 
park gave way to construction of a water 
retention pond, part of the FAMU Way 
extension.
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African Americans found employment with the 
railroad and other businesses near the tracks, 
and built homes close to where they worked. 
The rails drew lines between neighborhoods, 
fostering community identities like Seaboard 
and Stearns-Mosley northwest of the tracks. Its 
depots stand as reminders of everything the 
railroad has brought.

Lions, tigers, and mail—oh my!
News and entertainment came to Tallahassee on 
rails. Trains delivered mail and newspapers from 
northern cities, keeping Tallahassee’s Black 
community informed about national and world 
events. Circuses arrived by train. African 
Americans, denied access to “The Big Top,” 
visited the animals held near the tracks. 

The Seaboard Air Line Railway 
station connected Tallahassee to 
markets across the U.S., spurring 
economic growth and residential 
development in the area. 

The railroad brought people to the state capital, 
including legislators and college students, who 
rode trains to summer jobs in northern cities. 
It provided a way for residents to travel. 
Employees—White or Black—got passes that 
allowed their families to go wherever the 
Seaboard Railway went. 

Seaboard and Stearns-Mosley 
The Seaboard and Stearns-Mosley neighborhoods 
developed northwest of the Seaboard Railway. 
Jobs at the nearby Elberta Crate factory spurred 
home construction for Black families in the 1920s 
and ‘30s. Residents also worked at FAMU and in 
local businesses and industries along the tracks, 
including a sawmill —later a lumber company. 
They easily walked to Villa Mitchell via Cleveland 
Street for shopping, friends, and church, or 
worshipped locally at Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist 
Church. The Harrison Inn, a juke joint on 
Seaboard Avenue, enlivened the neighborhood 
with music and dancing.

School children at the railway depot for a visit to the capitol, 1960.

Right: The railroad delivered sacks of mail to the Tallahassee Post 
office about 12 times a day, 1956.
Below: One of several businesses located within close proximity of 
the railroad and Seaboard Station, 1936.

Ringling Brothers Circus elephants and chimpanzee being 
unloaded from a Seaboard Railway box car, c. 1940.

Construction workers clearing Seaboard Air Line Railway tracks 
running through Tallahassee, c. 1940.

“We moved to Tallahassee in 1965. The street that 
we lived on, Seaboard Street, had no sidewalks, 
was a dirt road, no maintenance… when you 
called the police, he might come or he may not 
come, or if he came, he just drove through and 
kept going.” — Chalmus Thomas, 2021

Life near 
the railroad

1006 Stearns Street, house built 1930s. 

Above: House with outdoor privy across from 
Seaboard train station, 1951.
Right: 820 Mosley Street. Oak and pecan 
trees shaded neighborhood homes.

Pilgrim's Rest Primitive Baptist Church, 
1002 Stearns Street, built 1961. 

Coal Chute Park  

Coal Chute Park got its name because trains 
stopped here to pick up coal and water— 
delivered through a chute—before the area 
became a community playground. African 
American children from nearby neighborhoods 
came to play football, baseball, and basketball 
and enjoy the park’s playground equipment. 

“That used to be our playground... All the community— Stearns Street, 
Allen Subdivision, Pinellas, Eugenia Street, Cleveland Street—all that 
whole area, we played ball there.”  —Thomas Lomack, 2021

Parents could trust their children were safe 
here. Christmas holiday bonfires and other 
events brought people together. In 2013, the 
park gave way to construction of a water 
retention pond, part of the FAMU Way 
extension.

©2021 Cloud Gehshan | 09.17.21

In progress
In progress

panel detail

station icon

Attachment #1 
Page 15 of 23



16
Page NumberDate

10.05.21

©  2021  Cloud Gehshan

Client Project No.

Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency 20WPI0303001

Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail7. Villa Mitchell Hill

Villa Mitchell Hill Villa Mitchell Hill 

Learn MoreThank you

Few Villa Mitchell residents had cars, 
so the community needed businesses 
and services that were within walking 
distance—and that welcomed Black 
customers. 

In the 1940s and 1950s, restaurants, lounges, 
grocery stores, and hair salons thrived. Many 
stores centered on or near Floral Street, 
overlapping the Bond Subdivision. Juke joints, 
including Twilight Zone, offered evening 
entertainment. Neighbors exchanged news and 
gossip at Laundromats. Nearby White-owned 
businesses like the Royal Sandwich Company and 
Elberta Crate and Box Company employed Villa 
Mitchell residents. 

We thank the Villa Mitchell residents and family members, and local archivists whose research, images and personal 
accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  President Perry’s house: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Livingstons in the backyard: Janice Livingston | Porter 
siblings: Janice Livingston | Background advertisement: Library of Congress | Royal Sandwich Company: State Archives of Florida | 
Speed’s Grocery: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Reverends Evelyn and Herbert Corbin: Carolyn Corbin Butler | Fountain Chapel 
AME and St. Eugene: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Roy Rolle’s band: Rhonda Rolle 

“The Reverend Daniel Speed, a 
heavy, rough-looking man who 
might be completely terrifying 
if he did not love to laugh and 
who owns a grocery store in 
Tallahassee, organized the 
boycott motor pool, with the 
result that all the windows 
were blown out of his store.”

In 1887, developer C.L. Mitchell 
planned “Villa Mitchell,” 200+ acres 
of land for a Tallahassee suburb. 

He advertised proximity to the railroad, a 
seven-acre park, hotel sites, and lots for villas 
and small farms. By the 1930s, a Black community 
called “Villa Mitchell Hill” flourished on the 
northern half of his proposed development.

Employment in nearby industries and good jobs 
and educational opportunities at Florida A&M 
University attracted African Americans to Villa 
Mitchell, bounded by the railroad to the west and 
Railroad Avenue (now Wahnish Way) to the east. 
White developers built many of the vernacular 
and bungalow-style houses, renting or selling 
them to African Americans, some of whom 
established local businesses. 

Residents may have identified with the larger 
Bond Subdivision to the south, rather than the 
name “Villa Mitchell.” But living here came to 
mean community pride, relying on each other, 
and coming together in good times and bad. 

What’s in a name?

Villa Mitchell’s 
local businesses

Employees wrapping 50-100 sandwiches per hour at the Royal 
Sandwich Company, 1959. 

Ma Mary’s Kitchen, 614 Eugenia St
In the 1940s, Mary Harris (right) 
opened the restaurant known for its 
Southern soul food—smothered pork 
chops, baked chicken, ox tails, turkey 
and dressing, and chitterlings, washed 
down with famous sweet tea. 

Willie Porter and sister Ida Porter Bisbee in his 
yard, corner of Disston and Floral Streets. 

Janice Livingston and brother Thomas Livingston 
playing in their backyard at 1522 Disston Street.

“My great-grandfather purchased 
land one block from Florida A&M 
University, which was at that time 
the State Normal College. He wanted 
his grandchildren to go to college.” 

—Rhonda Rolle, 2021

“We used to roller skate down there 
[Pinellas Street]. We had, it was like 
a little anticline, you know. So, we 
would make our brakes just before 
running into the ditch.” 

—Willie Pearl Smallwood, 2021 

 “Rev. Corbin was fearless in her leadership and fueled by her faith 
to promote change within her community. With her husband by her 
side, the Rev. Herbert Walker Corbin Sr., they both fought for justice 
and equality in the Villa Mitchell neighborhood.” —Carolyn Corbin Butler, 2021

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Villa Mitchell residents and family members, and local archivists whose research, images and personal 
accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  President Perry’s house: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Livingstons in the backyard: Janice Livingston | Porter 
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Speed’s Grocery: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Reverends Evelyn and Herbert Corbin: Carolyn Corbin Butler | Fountain Chapel 
AME and St. Eugene: John Gilmore Riley Center/Museum | Roy Rolle’s band: Rhonda Rolle 

The Corbins 
Rev. Evelyn Corbin was an educator, girls’ sports 
coach, associate minister at Bethel A.M.E. Church, 
and community activist; she served as president of 
Villa Mitchell’s neighborhood association and 
helped establish its neighborhood watch program. 
She lobbied for playground equipment for Coal 
Chute Park and fought for voter registration and a 
drug-free neighborhood. Rev. Herbert Walker 
Corbin Sr. served as pastor of Fountain Chapel 
AME  and worked on community causes alongside 
his wife.

St. Eugene Catholic Mission and Student Center, 701 
Gamble Street. Known as the “Church on the Hill,”  it was 
created to minister to students and the local African 
American community.

People and churches contributed to 
the shared experience of living in 
Villa Mitchell. 

From the porch or from the pulpit, community 
members fostered a sense of belonging, high 
moral values, and responsibility to each other. 
Neighbors always looked after each other’s 
children. Adults might compliment young ladies 
and men walking by in their Sunday best. Villa 
Mitchell residents kept their yards immaculate, a 
sign of community pride, and felt welcomed to 
pick from each other’s fruit trees.

Community builders

Roy Rolle’s High School bands
Roy Rolle (first row, left), one of FAMU’s original 
Marching 100, started his first band at Griffin 
High School and later became band director at 
Lincoln High School (pictured here, c. 1965). 
Bands taught youth valuable lessons about 
leadership and teamwork.

Speed’s Grocery, 801-803 Floral 
Street. Civil rights activist Rev. 
Daniel Speed owned the store, 
where meetings to plan protests 
against segregation took place. 

—James Baldwin, 
“They Can’t Turn Back,” 1960 

Fountain Chapel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Eugenia St.

“Speed’s Store, which was 
the corner store that was 
loaded, had its own meat 
department. Jones Store 
was on the next corner. 

Coming home from Bond 
School, there was always 
Mr. Curtis’ Store, Cherry 
Hill with Mr. Joe Morris, 
and the Frison Store…
Rebecca Bryant had a 
store…

the community was 
bursting with life.” 

—Rhonda Lynn Rolle, 2021

“There were two juke joints 
on the corner. I think one 
was called a Twilight 
Zone… 

they were kind of 
side-by-side, next door to 
each other and we would 
walk past that to Conklin 
and then right after Conk-
lin, we were right at Ma 
Mary’s Kitchen.” 

—Willie Pearl Smallwood, 2021

“Most people in that 
area, they got paid on 
Saturdays. So that’s when 
most of the people would 
go to the store and buy the 
week supply of groceries 
and pay the bills.” 

—Robert Nathaniel Jones, 2021
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Bond Subdivision to the south, rather than the 
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mean community pride, relying on each other, 
and coming together in good times and bad. 
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created to minister to students and the local African 
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“There were two juke joints 
on the corner. I think one 
was called a Twilight 
Zone… 

they were kind of 
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“We believe we are 
quite correct when we 
say that the Elberta 
Crate Company is the 
outstanding industry 
of Tallahassee.”

—Tallahassee Democrat, May 2, 1938

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU staff, and local archivists whose research, images and personal 
accounts made this panel possible.
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From factory to lake

Saws, rotary spindles, debarkers and other 
machinery at Elberta Crate created perilous 
working conditions. Without the safety 
regulations that would be in place today, 
workers were at risk for long-term injuries. 
Wood dust exposure could cause lung damage. 
Buildings were unheated and poorly lit, and 
workers lost fingers to saws. The highly flam-
mable materials and goods made the factory 
prone to fires, which happened periodically. 

Top: Logs on rotary spindles were shaved into veneer,
which created vast amounts of wood dust.
Top right: The company paid for this 1948 public service 
announcement for tuberculosis screening. A mobile x-ray unit 
went to the Elberta Crate factory to screen employees for this 
disease and other lung damage.
Bottom Right: Fire at the factory, 1957
Left: Employees checking and stacking crate components as they 
come down the moving belt.

Saws, machinery, and manpower 
cranked out crates where Lake 
Elberta now sits. 
In 1922, Elberta Crate & Box Company—founded 
in Georgia for packing the state’s peach crop— 
opened its Tallahassee factory with a workforce 
of 300. The 700 people on its payroll in 1955 
made it the city’s largest private employer until 
closing in 1977. 

Elberta Crate’s African American 
workforce
Early on, Elberta Crate offered relatively good 
pay and steady jobs to African American men 
and women. Many workers lived within walking 
distance of the 40-acre industrial site. They 
earned enough money to buy homes, including 
houses the company built in the Elberta Empire 
neighborhood. 

Sourced locally, shipped internationally 
The factory processed 650 trees per day, sourcing 
hardwoods from nearby counties. It manufactured 
crates and baskets for Florida and California produce 
growers. Elberta also built crates to hold poultry, 
seafood, delicate china, or heavy machinery, shipping 
to customers throughout the U.S. and abroad.

Logs were run through a debarker and cut into 
random lengths between five and 15 feet.

Loading up the machine that stitches the slats together with gray 
spaghetti size steel wire, 1963. For African American women, working
in the factory posed an alternative to employment in domestic service 
or restaurants.

Ripsaws in the lumber processing plant sliced lengths of logs 
into narrow strips or cleats for frames, 1963.

“Chances are, when you receive a crate of Florida oranges, a washing machine from 
New York, glassware from Ohio, or any variety of products from along the eastern 
section of the U.S., the wooden container was made right here in Tallahassee.” 

—Steve Yates, Tallahassee Democrat, June 6, 1948

Packaging made here, 
shipped near and far

After Elberta Crate & Box Company closed the 
factory in 1977, the site sat idle for many years. 
In 1999, the City of Tallahassee and Florida State 
University turned the cleared site into a storm-
water retention pond. 

The factory’s 
dusty din 

The 1969 Strike
In 1969, Black employees went on strike, 
protesting the $1.60 hourly wage, discrimination, 
and unsafe and unfair working conditions. 
Tallahassee Civil Rights leaders Rev. C.K. Steele 
and Father David H. Brooks, White students 
from Florida State University, and other 
community supporters joined workers’ protests 
at the capitol and the factory. Striking workers 
won better wages and employee benefits.

“If boycotting all of Tallahassee will see 
you through, we will boycott; 

…if going to jail will see you through, 
we’ll go to jail.” 

—Father David H. Brooks, Tallahassee Democrat, Oct. 14, 1969

Protesters in support of the striking Elberta Crate & Box Company 
workers gathered in front of the Tallahassee capitol, Oct. 14, 1969. 

Lake Elberta Park, former site of the crate factory.

They also improved the area around the pond, 
creating Lake Elberta Park, which features a trail 
that circles the water and a picnic pavilion. 
Walkers, runners, and birdwatchers can enjoy 
the urban park amidst the competing sounds 
of freight trains and Canada geese.
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Elberta Crate & 
Box Company

Elberta Crate & 
Box Company

“We believe we are 
quite correct when we 
say that the Elberta 
Crate Company is the 
outstanding industry 
of Tallahassee.”

—Tallahassee Democrat, May 2, 1938

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU staff, and local archivists whose research, images and personal 
accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Marching 100: Photograph by Harvey E. Slade courtesy of State Archives of Florida | Count Basie: State Archives of 
Florida | The Watermelon Eat: Meek-Eaton Black Archive | 112-114 W. Palmer Avenue: FMSF, Division of Historical Resources, Florida | 
Grape Harvest Festival: FAMU | Dr. Charles U. Smith: Shauna Smith | NAACP March: State Archives of Florida | FAMU Picnic: image TBD 

Learn MoreThank you
We thank the Allen residents and family members, FAMU staff, and local archivists whose research, images and personal 
accounts made this panel possible.

Image credits  Marching 100: Photograph by Harvey E. Slade courtesy of State Archives of Florida | Count Basie: State Archives of 
Florida | The Watermelon Eat: Meek-Eaton Black Archive | 112-114 W. Palmer Avenue: FMSF, Division of Historical Resources, Florida | 
Grape Harvest Festival: FAMU | Dr. Charles U. Smith: Shauna Smith | NAACP March: State Archives of Florida | FAMU Picnic: image TBD 

From factory to lake

Saws, rotary spindles, debarkers and other 
machinery at Elberta Crate created perilous 
working conditions. Without the safety 
regulations that would be in place today, 
workers were at risk for long-term injuries. 
Wood dust exposure could cause lung damage. 
Buildings were unheated and poorly lit, and 
workers lost fingers to saws. The highly flam-
mable materials and goods made the factory 
prone to fires, which happened periodically. 

Top: Logs on rotary spindles were shaved into veneer,
which created vast amounts of wood dust.
Top right: The company paid for this 1948 public service 
announcement for tuberculosis screening. A mobile x-ray unit 
went to the Elberta Crate factory to screen employees for this 
disease and other lung damage.
Bottom Right: Fire at the factory, 1957
Left: Employees checking and stacking crate components as they 
come down the moving belt.

Saws, machinery, and manpower 
cranked out crates where Lake 
Elberta now sits. 
In 1922, Elberta Crate & Box Company—founded 
in Georgia for packing the state’s peach crop— 
opened its Tallahassee factory with a workforce 
of 300. The 700 people on its payroll in 1955 
made it the city’s largest private employer until 
closing in 1977. 

Elberta Crate’s African American 
workforce
Early on, Elberta Crate offered relatively good 
pay and steady jobs to African American men 
and women. Many workers lived within walking 
distance of the 40-acre industrial site. They 
earned enough money to buy homes, including 
houses the company built in the Elberta Empire 
neighborhood. 

Sourced locally, shipped internationally 
The factory processed 650 trees per day, sourcing 
hardwoods from nearby counties. It manufactured 
crates and baskets for Florida and California produce 
growers. Elberta also built crates to hold poultry, 
seafood, delicate china, or heavy machinery, shipping 
to customers throughout the U.S. and abroad.

Logs were run through a debarker and cut into 
random lengths between five and 15 feet.

Loading up the machine that stitches the slats together with gray 
spaghetti size steel wire, 1963. For African American women, working
in the factory posed an alternative to employment in domestic service 
or restaurants.

Ripsaws in the lumber processing plant sliced lengths of logs 
into narrow strips or cleats for frames, 1963.

“Chances are, when you receive a crate of Florida oranges, a washing machine from 
New York, glassware from Ohio, or any variety of products from along the eastern 
section of the U.S., the wooden container was made right here in Tallahassee.” 

—Steve Yates, Tallahassee Democrat, June 6, 1948

Packaging made here, 
shipped near and far

After Elberta Crate & Box Company closed the 
factory in 1977, the site sat idle for many years. 
In 1999, the City of Tallahassee and Florida State 
University turned the cleared site into a storm-
water retention pond. 

The factory’s 
dusty din 

The 1969 Strike
In 1969, Black employees went on strike, 
protesting the $1.60 hourly wage, discrimination, 
and unsafe and unfair working conditions. 
Tallahassee Civil Rights leaders Rev. C.K. Steele 
and Father David H. Brooks, White students 
from Florida State University, and other 
community supporters joined workers’ protests 
at the capitol and the factory. Striking workers 
won better wages and employee benefits.

“If boycotting all of Tallahassee will see 
you through, we will boycott; 

…if going to jail will see you through, 
we’ll go to jail.” 

—Father David H. Brooks, Tallahassee Democrat, Oct. 14, 1969

Protesters in support of the striking Elberta Crate & Box Company 
workers gathered in front of the Tallahassee capitol, Oct. 14, 1969. 

Lake Elberta Park, former site of the crate factory.

They also improved the area around the pond, 
creating Lake Elberta Park, which features a trail 
that circles the water and a picnic pavilion. 
Walkers, runners, and birdwatchers can enjoy 
the urban park amidst the competing sounds 
of freight trains and Canada geese.
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture Trail9. Boynton Still and Shingles Chicken House

Boynton Still Shingles Chicken 
House

This neighborhood became known 
as Boynton Still, named for the 
turpentine company the Boynton 
brothers founded here in 1927.  
They built a commissary and housing (the 
Quarters) for their workers around 1935, 
eventually selling them the houses. 
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Pine gum, steel and smoke

Boynton Still made an impact on the local 
economy, employing about 22 workers from the 
immediate vicinity. Turpentine production relied 
upon steady supplies of pine gum, making W. J. 
Boynton & Son an important cog in the region’s 
agricultural economy. The Boyntons made their 
own steel barrels to hold turpentine, an 
ingredient needed for paint thinners and other 
products. Industrial hazards caused fires, and 
eventually the company’s end in 1957.

The Turpentine
Business

Most Boynton residents owned their shotgun or 
other modest home. When older parents left or 
died, their children rented out the houses. 
Groves of oak trees provided shade and 
gathering places for people and birds. Rain 
turned dirt streets into mud. A single outside 
electric light hung near Shingles Chicken House. 
Residents typically walked everywhere, shopping 
in local grocery stores. After finishing chores, 
children played on the street, at Coal Chute Park, 
or on steel barrels in the Boynton field. 

Living in and around Still Quarters
“Mostly everybody on that [Miles] street 
worked at Elberta Crate factory...it was 
like a neighborhood of everybody 
watched everybody’s children.” 

—Ida Benton Smith, 2021

“Way over on Volusia 
Street there was a 
whistle that would blow 
at the Crate factory and 
a lot of people told time 
of day and moved by 
that whistle.”

—James McCaskill, 2021

“As children growing up, we played 
hide and seek in the still barrels.” 
—Mary Benton Hadley, 2021

“Mostly everybody on that 
[Miles] street worked at 
Elberta Crate factory and 
when my mom goes out, 
those people—it was like 
a neighborhood of every-
body watched everybody’s 
children.” 

—Ida Benton Smith, 2021

“I will miss the specialty 
items that only Darryl 
could appropriately 
name to keep the 
fun-filled and humorous 
atmosphere along with 
the character 
of family as a part of the 
service rendered.” 

—C. L. Corbin, Tallahassee Democrat, 

Sept. 2, 2007 

“It was the best fried 
chicken I’ve ever had— 
and that is saying a 
lot for a boy from 
South Georgia.”

—Charlie Johnson, 2021

Turpentine wasn’t the only business in the 
neighborhood.  Just across the railroad tracks, 
saws buzzed at the Elberta Crate & Box Company, 
which had a strong presence in the community. 
These two White-owned companies employed 
African Americans from Boynton Still, Villa 
Mitchell, Allen Subdivision, and other nearby 
areas. Several small businesses, including grocery 
stores, a lumber company, and a paint store, also 
operated near the still. Some Boynton women 
worked at Elberta Crate or Spencer’s Wash 
House, a laundry in Villa Mitchell.

Living and working around the still Memories 
of Boynton 
Still

Memories 
of Shingles 
Chicken

Shotgun house at 920 Miles Street, one of 16 homes in the 
Quarters built by the Boynton brothers.

Above : Gum catchers on pine trees near 
Tallahassee during an era of “pine tree prosperity.”
Below: Workers at the Boynton Still, c. 1935. 

Fire at the Boynton Still, 1945. 
Turpentine was very flammable; 
the 1957 fire closed down the 
business.

Allie Mae “Tappy” Freeman, in 
her garden at 940 Miles Street.

Charles Smith's aunt Luvenia and 
niece Sharena in front of his 
house at 940 Miles Street, 1970s. 

“Shingles was an icon and people of all races came from all across the 
community for its hot fresh fried fish and pork chops sandwiches, 
french fries, and strawberry soda and beer.” — Althemese Barnes, 2021

Before Shingles Chicken

The Shingles Family

A community landmark

Henry Shingles, 1992.

Henry Shingles’ children, Irma Shingles Hughes, Sam Shingles, 
and Renee Shingles Russ, kept the restaurant going after he 
died, 1997.

The busy dining room at Shingles, 1997. Old 
posters of famous singers, signed photos of 

local sports teams and community leaders, and 
other memorabilia covered the walls.

Around 1935, the Boynton brothers built the 
structure that housed Shingles Chicken as a 
commissary for workers at their turpentine still, 
which closed in 1957. Quintas Vinzant operated a 
grocery store here by 1958, followed by Cracker 
Jones, who sold cookies, sodas, and candy. 

“We only do fried foods. It’s a special recipe. 
It was given to me, but I improved on it.
I got it to what I knew people liked.” 

— Henry Shingles, Tallahassee Democrat, Dec. 5, 1995

"The gathering didn’t stop once the building got torn down." 
—Charles Smith, 2021

Shingles Chicken House advertised 
“Chicken you can crow about.” 
The family-owned restaurant in the Boynton Still 
neighborhood was the place to go for good food 
and hospitality. 

Henry Shingles started each day cutting up 
about six dozen chickens. His secret recipe 
drew a wide range of customers: community 
residents, blue-collar workers, legislators, 
and State Supreme Court justices. FAMU 
students gathered here after football games 
and other events. 

Patrons sat on vinyl-covered seats and ordered 
from a wood-carved menu hanging on a string. 
Two dollars bought two chicken parts, fries, 
salad, and a roll. Other Southern cuisine includ-
ed shrimp, oysters, and potato pie. Beer only 
came in 32-ounce bottles. Customers could 
count on the familiar sounds of conversation, 
laughter, food frying, Mr. Pac Man machine, 
jukebox songs, TV soap operas, and the corner 
fan blowing. 

“ After Henry Shingles died, his sons tried to continue the business for another year 
or two, then they shut it down. But people continued to come. For the first time, 
they hung around outside because they couldn't get inside.”—Paul LeValley, 2021 

In 1965, James Everett turned the building into 
Everetts Chicken House, where teenagers danced 
to jukebox music and played pinball. He hired 
Henry Shingles, the best cook to grow his 
restaurant’s business and eventually take it over.

Henry Shingles first tasted the food business in 
his mother’s grocery store. In the mid-1960s, he 
introduced Tallahassee to his fried chicken 
recipe as chef for Everetts Chicken House at 905 
Miles Street. 

Shingles bought Everett’s property in 1978 and, 
within a few years, changed the sign out front to 
“Shingles.” His son Daryl and other family 
members worked with him. He worked hard— 
sometimes 19 hours a day—and put some of 
his six children through college. When Henry 
Shingles died in 1997, Samuel Shingles Sr. took 
over the business, family at his side.
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Boynton Still Shingles Chicken 
House

This neighborhood became known 
as Boynton Still, named for the 
turpentine company the Boynton 
brothers founded here in 1927. 
They built a commissary and housing (the 
Quarters) for their workers around 1935, 
eventually selling them the houses. 
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Pine gum, steel and smoke

Boynton Still made an impact on the local 
economy, employing about 22 workers from the 
immediate vicinity. Turpentine production relied 
upon steady supplies of pine gum, making W. J. 
Boynton & Son an important cog in the region’s 
agricultural economy. The Boyntons made their 
own steel barrels to hold turpentine, an 
ingredient needed for paint thinners and other 
products. Industrial hazards caused fires, and 
eventually the company’s end in 1957.

The Turpentine
Business

Most Boynton residents owned their shotgun or 
other modest home. When older parents left or 
died, their children rented out the houses. 
Groves of oak trees provided shade and 
gathering places for people and birds. Rain 
turned dirt streets into mud. A single outside 
electric light hung near Shingles Chicken House. 
Residents typically walked everywhere, shopping 
in local grocery stores. After finishing chores, 
children played on the street, at Coal Chute Park, 
or on steel barrels in the Boynton field. 

Living in and around Still Quarters
“Mostly everybody on that [Miles] street 
worked at Elberta Crate factory...it was 
like a neighborhood of everybody 
watched everybody’s children.” 

—Ida Benton Smith, 2021

“Way over on Volusia 
Street there was a 
whistle that would blow 
at the Crate factory and 
a lot of people told time 
of day and moved by 
that whistle.”

—James McCaskill, 2021

“As children growing up, we played 
hide and seek in the still barrels.” 
—Mary Benton Hadley, 2021

“Mostly everybody on that 
[Miles] street worked at 
Elberta Crate factory and 
when my mom goes out, 
those people—it was like 
a neighborhood of every-
body watched everybody’s 
children.” 

—Ida Benton Smith, 2021

“I will miss the specialty 
items that only Darryl 
could appropriately 
name to keep the 
fun-filled and humorous 
atmosphere along with 
the character 
of family as a part of the 
service rendered.” 

—C. L. Corbin, Tallahassee Democrat, 

Sept. 2, 2007 

“It was the best fried 
chicken I’ve ever had— 
and that is saying a 
lot for a boy from 
South Georgia.”

—Charlie Johnson, 2021

Turpentine wasn’t the only business in the 
neighborhood.  Just across the railroad tracks, 
saws buzzed at the Elberta Crate & Box Company, 
which had a strong presence in the community. 
These two White-owned companies employed 
African Americans from Boynton Still, Villa 
Mitchell, Allen Subdivision, and other nearby 
areas. Several small businesses, including grocery 
stores, a lumber company, and a paint store, also 
operated near the still. Some Boynton women 
worked at Elberta Crate or Spencer’s Wash 
House, a laundry in Villa Mitchell.

Living and working around the still Memories 
of Boynton 
Still

Memories 
of Shingles 
Chicken

Shotgun house at 920 Miles Street, one of 16 homes in the 
Quarters built by the Boynton brothers.

Above : Gum catchers on pine trees near 
Tallahassee during an era of “pine tree prosperity.”
Below: Workers at the Boynton Still, c. 1935. 

Fire at the Boynton Still, 1945. 
Turpentine was very flammable; 
the 1957 fire closed down the 
business.

Allie Mae “Tappy” Freeman, in 
her garden at 940 Miles Street.

Charles Smith's aunt Luvenia and 
niece Sharena in front of his 
house at 940 Miles Street, 1970s. 

“Shingles was an icon and people of all races came from all across the 
community for its hot fresh fried fish and pork chops sandwiches, 
french fries, and strawberry soda and beer.” — Althemese Barnes, 2021

Before Shingles Chicken

The Shingles Family

A community landmark

Henry Shingles, 1992.

Henry Shingles’ children, Irma Shingles Hughes, Sam Shingles, 
and Renee Shingles Russ, kept the restaurant going after he 
died, 1997.

The busy dining room at Shingles, 1997. Old 
posters of famous singers, signed photos of 

local sports teams and community leaders, and 
other memorabilia covered the walls.

Around 1935, the Boynton brothers built the 
structure that housed Shingles Chicken as a 
commissary for workers at their turpentine still, 
which closed in 1957. Quintas Vinzant operated a 
grocery store here by 1958, followed by Cracker 
Jones, who sold cookies, sodas, and candy. 

“We only do fried foods. It’s a special recipe. 
It was given to me, but I improved on it.
I got it to what I knew people liked.” 

— Henry Shingles, Tallahassee Democrat, Dec. 5, 1995

"The gathering didn’t stop once the building got torn down." 
—Charles Smith, 2021

Shingles Chicken House advertised 
“Chicken you can crow about.” 
The family-owned restaurant in the Boynton Still 
neighborhood was the place to go for good food 
and hospitality. 

Henry Shingles started each day cutting up 
about six dozen chickens. His secret recipe 
drew a wide range of customers: community 
residents, blue-collar workers, legislators, 
and State Supreme Court justices. FAMU 
students gathered here after football games 
and other events. 

Patrons sat on vinyl-covered seats and ordered 
from a wood-carved menu hanging on a string. 
Two dollars bought two chicken parts, fries, 
salad, and a roll. Other Southern cuisine includ-
ed shrimp, oysters, and potato pie. Beer only 
came in 32-ounce bottles. Customers could 
count on the familiar sounds of conversation, 
laughter, food frying, Mr. Pac Man machine, 
jukebox songs, TV soap operas, and the corner 
fan blowing. 

“ After Henry Shingles died, his sons tried to continue the business for another year 
or two, then they shut it down. But people continued to come. For the first time, 
they hung around outside because they couldn't get inside.”—Paul LeValley, 2021 

In 1965, James Everett turned the building into 
Everetts Chicken House, where teenagers danced 
to jukebox music and played pinball. He hired 
Henry Shingles, the best cook to grow his 
restaurant’s business and eventually take it over.

Henry Shingles first tasted the food business in 
his mother’s grocery store. In the mid-1960s, he 
introduced Tallahassee to his fried chicken 
recipe as chef for Everetts Chicken House at 905 
Miles Street. 

Shingles bought Everett’s property in 1978 and, 
within a few years, changed the sign out front to 
“Shingles.” His son Daryl and other family 
members worked with him. He worked hard— 
sometimes 19 hours a day—and put some of 
his six children through college. When Henry 
Shingles died in 1997, Samuel Shingles Sr. took 
over the business, family at his side.
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailNext steps

1. Finalize the written narratives and photo collection

2. Obtain material samples and select finishes

3. Coordinate with Visit Tallahasee for QR code/online integration

4. Complete station & trailhead sign design, including pecan pattern and icon design

5. Create construction documents and production artwork

6. Select precise sign locations and prepare site for install

7. Fabricate and install signage

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 

minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exerci tation 

ullamcorper suscipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 

ea commodo consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure 

dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse 

molestie consequat, vel 

illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros 

et accumsan et iusto odio 

dignissim qui blandit 
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1/4” thick Direct Embed panel with printed wood laminate 
artwork and super satin clearcoat, attach panels to interior 
structure with countersunk mechanical fasteners (paint 
visible fasteners to match adjacent surface)
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structure bolted to granite base with match plate and 
nuts with washers

1/2” thick aluminum with water-jet/laser cut stencil 
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Capital Cascades Trail – History & Culture TrailPublic Art - COCA update

The Council on Culture & Arts (COCA) has been contracted to manage 

the artist solicitation process and selection of the public art components.  

Public art installations will complement the interpretive stations.

October 2021: Release Call for Artist Prospectus.

January 2022: Selection jury for public art  

components convenes to evaluate applications.

March 2022: Prioritized submissions presented to  

the IA Board for approval.

April 2022: Artists notified of their selection status.

May 2022: Artists begin fabrication process.

July–September 2022: Installation begins.

Allen Subdivision

FAMU History

Civil Rights

Villa Mitchell 

Railroad Depot

Jazz

African American Economic Engines

Timeline Public Art Themes
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Economic Vitality 
Leadership Council 
Meeting 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 10, 2022 at 11:30 am  
Cascades Parkview  

Meeting Minutes 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE  
Attending In Person   
Kim Moore Bill Smith 
Steve Evans Brent Edington 
Jake Kiker Ricardo Schneider 
Mitch Nelson Dr. Temple Robinson 
Keith Bowers Mark O’Bryant 
Mindy Perkins  
 

*Absent: Katrina Rolle, Cissy Proctor, and Garry Simmons 

I. WELCOME 
Mr. Ricardo Schneider called the meeting to order at 11:45 am.  

Ms. Cristina Paredes, Office of Economic Vitality (OEV) Director, covered the meeting protocols 
and briefly summarized the meeting agenda.  

II. ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Approval of February 2022 EVLC Minutes 

Mr. Steve Evans moved to accept the minutes from the February 2022 meeting, and Mr. Mark 
O’Bryant seconded that motion. It carried unanimously.  
 

2. Presentation by LaunchTally - Rescheduled 
Director Paredes stated that the presentation from LaunchTally would occur during the June 
meeting. In addition, she noted that the committee should also expect a presentation on the draft 
Office of Economic Vitality budget at the June meeting after the IA Board’s May budget 
workshop. 

3. International Economic Development Week  
Ms. Cristina Paredes mentioned that this week marks the International Economic Development 
Week celebration. Director Paredes provided a brief overview of the Office of Economic 
Vitality’s vision, mission, actions, and accomplishments over the last five years; she included data 
points on multiple recruitment projects; the total economic impact of OEV’s initiatives, and the 
awards OEV has received. 
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4. Discussion with Planning, City of Tallahassee Growth Management, and Leon County 
Development Services and Environmental Management  
Director Paredes then introduced Artie White, Barry Wilcox, and Keith Burnsed from the Planning 
Department, Leon County Development Services and Environmental Management, and City of 
Tallahassee Growth Management. Director Paredes mentioned that the purpose of the discussion 
was to answer questions that the Council had during the strategic planning process.  
 
Artie White, Director of the Planning Department, provided a presentation and overview of the 
role and responsibilities of the Planning Department. He discussed the DesignWorks Studio and 
its services to businesses looking to develop or improve parcels or properties in Tallahassee. 
Lastly, Mr. White gave a brief overview of upcoming revisions to the Comprehensive Plan and 
the opportunities to get involved.   
 
Barry Wilcox, Director of Development Support and Environmental Management, provided a 
presentation and overview of the role and responsibilities of the Department of Development 
Support and Environmental Management. He discussed the benefits of having the County and 
City permitting services all located in one building and transitioning to online/virtual submission 
and packet evaluation services. Mr. Wilcox also discussed permitting trends for Leon County, the 
development, environmental, and code compliance services provided by the Department, and 
the recently approved projects. Mr. Ricardo Schneider asked whether the Department had any 
plans or goals to address energy consumption and sustainable energy sources. Mr. Wilcox 
responded the energy ratings are incorporated into the permitting of projects. Dr. Temple 
Robinson asked about the upcoming changes to contractor licensing in Leon County and the State 
of Florida. Mr. Wilcox responded that the State is preempting local governments from providing 
contractor licenses to ensure uniformity across Florida. 
 
Keith Burnsed, Administrator for the City of Tallahassee Growth Management Department, 
provided a presentation and overview of the role and responsibilities of the City of Tallahassee 
Growth Management Department. He emphasized that the Department is aware of the 
perception of the permitting and development process and that his team is dedicated to 
addressing those concerns and improving the customer experience. The presentation covered 
review timeframes, the customer services goals of the Department, and the economic growth in 
Tallahassee.  
 
Mr. Jake Kiker suggested that the departments represented before the committee host a 
roundtable-style event for local stakeholders within the business and development community to 
provide feedback and input on the permitting process.  
 
Mr. Mitch Nelson inquired about how Tallahassee compares to other cities regarding the 
permitting timeframes, fee schedules, and customer service experiences. The panel explained 
that information related to other comparable cities is hard to find and that local governments 
tend to retain that data internally. In addition, the panel members stated that while information 
about other cities was hard to find, each Department hit its performance measures and worked 
to ensure a favorable customer experience.  
 
Mr. Jake Kiker asked about incentive programs and fee reduction options for incremental 
development for smaller developers. Mr. Artie White responded that incremental development 
is covered in the Comprehensive Plan but recognized that larger developers have made 
incremental and “in fill” development difficult. Dr. Temple Robinson asked whether a liaison or 
team was dedicated specifically for projects and permits for federally regulated developments. 
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Mr. Keith Burnsed, stated that permits for federal projects were not handled separately or 
differently from other permits.  
 

5. Business Development Update 
Ms. Cristina Paredes provided a brief update on Project Alpha, stating that it would bring 200-
300 jobs to Tallahassee in the manufacturing sector. Key partners in the project are the 
Tallahassee International Airport and Space Florida. Since the last meeting, Mr. Drew Dietrich 
provided an update on the project activity. He discussed Project Morgan, Project Guard, and 
Project Lightning. Project Morgan is a target project that will work with the MagLab. Project 
Lightning could create an estimated 60-70 jobs and is a direct result of the interest generated 
in the area because of the recruitment of Amazon. Project Guard is a European manufacturing 
organization that anticipates bringing 6 to 7 employees to Tallahassee and ultimately expanding 
it operation to include 40 employees. Lastly, Director Paredes discussed the economic indicators, 
stating that employment numbers are trending upwards, unemployment is down, and single-
family home construction is trending upward.  
 
Domi Education, Inc. Funding Request 
As directed by the Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency (IA) Board at the February 24, 2022, 
OEV presented an analysis of a request by Domi Education, Inc. for renovations at 914 Railroad 
Avenue (Domi Station) and provided an overview of the scope of the request. Domi’s funding 
request is for renovations totaling $100,000 for the addition of six micro offices to accommodate 
an estimated 28 additional member tenants and generate $66,000 in additional revenue per 
year. This funding request is a non-competitive project and was evaluated in accordance with 
the Non-Competitive Project Policy. In addition, a criterion under Blueprint IA Policy No. 114 
requests a Favorable programmatic review and recommendation by the Economic Vitality 
Leadership Council (EVLC).  
 
Before discussion, Susan Dawson, Blueprint Attorney, covered the Florida rules on voting conflicts 
and conflict disclosure obligations. Mr. Ricardo Schneider and Mr. Jake Kiker each recused 
themselves from the vote on whether to provide a favorable programmatic review and 
recommendation for the DOMI Station Project for funding due to voting conflicts. The EVLC 
provides programmatic recommendations only and does not make recommendations on funding. 
 
Members of the EVLC discussed the proposal and highlighted that this was one of the best return-
on-investments for economic development funds and that Domi was the right kind of organization 
and project to support. The EVLC agreed that organizations such as Domi were providing 
tremendous value to our local entrepreneurial ecosystem and that helping them to grow and 
incubate more companies would benefit the entirety of Tallahassee-Leon County’s economy.  
  
Mr. Steve Evans moved to recommend supporting the DOMI Station funding request to the 
Intergovernmental Agency Board of Directors. Dr. Temple Robinson seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously with Mr. Mark O’Bryant and Mr. Bill Smith out of the room. 
 

6. Minority, Women, Small Business Engagement Report  
Mr.  Darryl Young, Deputy Director of the Minority Women and Small Business Enterprise Division, 
provided a brief update on the MWSBE Participation in the SOMO walls Project. The project 
currently has a 35% participation rate, which is well above the project's goals.  
 
Lastly, he stated that OEV was awarded a grant from the Nation League of Cities to further 
OEV’s MWSBE initiatives and economic inclusion efforts.  
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CLOSING / ADJOURN 
Mr. Ricardo Schneider thanked staff for the informative meeting and adjourned the meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:35 pm. 

 

Next Economic Vitality Leadership Council Meeting: 

Wednesday, June 22, 2022, at 11:30 am 



 

Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Date:  August 31, 2022 
To:  Citizens Advisory Committee 
From:  Autumn Calder, Blueprint Director  
Subject:  Summary Minutes for May 4, 2022 CAC Meeting  
               
 

Committee Members present:  
Rod McQueen, Vice Chair Kathy Bell 
Jim McShane Sean McGlynn 
Mary Glowacki Adner Marcelin 
Leroy Peck Elva Peppers 

 

Committee Members absent: 
Peter Okonkwo, Chair Fred Varn 
Chris Daniels Hugh Tomlinson 
Ashely Leggett  

 

I. AGENDA MODIFICATIONS  

There were no agenda modifications to the meeting outline.  

II. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

The Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency offered three alternatives for citizen 
comment, by email, through virtual participation, or in person. There were no 
comments received by email and no in-person or virtual speakers. 

III. PRESENTATION / INFORMATION ITEMS 

Welcome New CAC Member: 

Vice Chair, Rod McQueen, stated that a formal welcome to new CAC members would 
occur at the next CAC meeting when the Chair and the new members were present. 
Vice Chair McQueen thanked Blueprint staff for the walking tour during the last CAC 
meeting and stated that he enjoyed see the projects at their different stages. 

Update on the Downtown-University Protected Bike Lane Network and Build the Bike 
Route System Feasibility Studies: 

Mike Alfano provided an update on the Build the Bike Route System project, including 
three feasibility studies currently underway, and answered questions from CAC 
members Kathy Bell, Mary Glowacki, and Jim McShane on the Build the Bike Route 
System project.  Eric Mason provided a brief update on the Downtown University 
Protected Bike Lane Project. Phase 1 of the Project included the installation of 
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temporary protected bike lane facilities along Pensacola Street and St. Augustine 
Street between Macomb Street and Adams Street.  Phase 2 of the Project will replace 
the temporary facilities with a permanent installations and add new protections north 
and southbound on South Adams Street, Macomb Street, and along Pensacola Street 
and St. Augustine Street. Project team members Inovia Consulting Group gave an 
overview presentation of design options for the bike lane protections. Sean McGlynn 
suggested sharing these bike infrastructure updates and projects with the Bicycle 
House organization. 

Office of Economic Vitality Update Presentation: 

Darryl Jones provided a brief update on the Office of Economic Vitality. He stated that 
OEV and the MWSBE Division were working to implement programs that further the 
goals of the updated Strategic Plan and Disparity Study.  

IV. CONSENT 

1. Approval of the November 17, 2021 Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency 
Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Jim McShane moved to accept the November 17, 2021 Blueprint Intergovernmental 
Agency Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes. It was seconded by Adner 
Marcelin. Motion passed unanimously.  

V. GENERAL BUSINESS 

2. Recommendation of Approval of a Joint Project Agreement with the City of 
Tallahassee for Underground Utilities and Authorization to Procure Design-
Build Services for the Monroe-Adams Corridor Placemaking Project 

Eric Mason and project team member Shawn Kalbli of Kimley Horn & Associates 
provided a presentation on the Monroe-Adams Corridor Placemaking Project.  After 
the presentation, CAC members had questions about the various streetscaping 
improvements and on the origins of the project.   

Adner Marcelin moved to accept option #1 to “recommend the IA Board authorize 
Blueprint to advertise, negotiate, and award, in accordance with Blueprint 
Procurement Policy 101, a contract for design-build professional services for design 
and construction of the Monroe-Adams Corridor Placemaking project and approve the 
Joint Project Agreement with the City of Tallahassee for Undergrounding Electric 
Utilities.” Jim McShane seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

Mary Glowacki, Elva Peppers, and Kathy Bell each provided updates on their projects 
as liaisons stating that the NE Gateway Project, Debbie Lightsey Nature Park, and 
Airport Gateway, respectively, were progressing forward.  

Autumn Calder, Blueprint Director, announced that there will be a grand opening 
ceremony for the Skateable Art project on FAMU way and invited the CAC members 
to attend in late June.  
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VI. ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned at 6:36 pm. 
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